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9.30 p.m. 
The voting in Ukraine started with insignificant procedure violations
Press-release №1.

The voting on parliament and local elections in Ukraine started at 7 a.m. March 26. In general, the vote stations opened on time, however, about 20 per cent of stations opened with certain delay, as soon as pre-election meetings were prolonged because of technical reasons. 
Donetsk oblast
At this moment most vote stations are open, however about 50 per cent with delay – from 5 to 25 minutes -  because of technical reasons – the process of distributing ballots prolonged. For example, in territorial election district  № 53 about 40 per cent of vote stations opened with 20 minute delay.  
Kharkiv oblast
Territorial election district  #174, vote station 47 Kharkiv city – the voting started at 7.15. The procedure of the meeting was violated (part of election commission’s members conducted the meeting, others opened the boxes for voting at 6.15, before the head of commission opened the meeting). The stopping in the room, that substituted the safe, was turn (members of election commission said that they had to take their personal sings from the room). Members of election commission are not prepared. There is no policeman or guard. 
Lugansk oblast
At district election commission #110 (territorial election district  #111) the secretary didn’t come to the station. The new one was elected, but the station opened 30 minutes later. District election commissions 20, 25, 49 (territorial election district  #102), 29 (territorial election district  #103), 20 (territorial election district  #109),  opened with 10-30 minute delay.

Poltava oblast
According to observers from Territorial election districts  №142; № 144; № 146; № 149; № 150 the average delay on several election stations was 5-10 minutes, because of delay of preparatory meeting. 
The situation in Khmelnytskiy city is worth separate attention. Until now Khmelnytskiy city territorial election commission doesn’t give ballots for local authorities’ bodies and city mayor to district commissions, as soon as since the resignation of his candidature there is no quorum. The case of election law violation by some members of election commission was brought to court, the fact of violation was recognized and the court obliged the session of city council to fire this members of election commission. 
The voting also didn’t start in time in some districts, as soon as just before elections several candidates and parties were excluded on local level. The decisions didn’t come in time to district election commissions, so there was no stamp “excluded” in the ballots. On this vote stations the voting can be declared invalid, for some local elections. 
Some commissions began stamping “excluded” on party “Third power” in the ballots to Parliament, despite the fact that this party was not really excluded from election process. 
In some cases, members of election commission didn’t let the observers in.

Lviv oblast
At territorial election district #120 (Sambir) didn’t let the CVU observers work at regional election commission, claiming that observers can work at district commissions only. 
Cherkasy oblast
Observers couldn’t enter some vote stations: territorial election district #199, vote station #73 (Cherkasy) – commissioners claimed that certificates were false. District commissions #19, 81 claimed that they stamp the ballots with “excluded”.  
In some cases, the procedure of preparatory meeting wasn’t followed.

Donetsk oblast
Territorial election district № 184 vote station № 104: in the morning, there were  234 ballots to regional council, 92 more were brought to the commission in an hour. They promise to bring the rest of ballots today. There are 873 voters in the list. 
Poltavska oblast
Territorial election district №146 vote station №10 before the opening found out that they have 100 more ballots for local elections, then they were given.
CVU press-service
For journalists’ concern!


26 March 19.15 in the location of the UNIAN (Khreschatyk street, 4) the briefing “Holding the elections. First evaluations and conclusions” will be held by the CVU management.


27 March 11.00 in the location of the UNIAN (Khreschatyk street, 4) the press-conference “Voting and counting the votes evaluation by the CVU observers” will be held.


For further information contact press-secretary of CVU Olexandr Chernenko (+38-050-310-99-75).

