REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF VOTERS OF UKRAINE ON THE RESULTS OF ACTIVITIES AT THE PARLIAMENTARY AND LOCAL ELECTIONS ON MARCH 26, 2006 
The Committee of Voters of Ukraine is the all-Ukrainian NGO, which has been monitoring the election campaigns in Ukraine for several years in terms of adherence to Ukrainian laws and international standards of the democratic election by the campaign’s actors.

During the parliamentary and local elections in 2006, the CVU implemented the number of programs aimed to monitor the campaign, reveal any drawbacks in organization of the election, strengthen openness and fairness of the election process, protect rights of citizens and raise awareness of voters. 

During the campaign, the CVU implemented the Clean Election Initiative. It unified the leading Ukrainian NGOs — the Internews Ukraine, the Committee of Voters of Ukraine, the Democratic Initiatives Foundation, the Europe XXI Foundation, the Ukrainian Center for Independent Political Research, the Equal Opportunities Committee, the Community Foundation. 

The CVU participated in the Public Council on Securing Electoral Rights of the Ukrainian Citizens during 2006 Election, established under the President of Ukraine, the Temporary Special Commission of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine for Monitoring of the Electoral Legislation, the Public Board under the Ministry of Interior Affairs of Ukraine. 

Due to efforts of the Clean Elections Initiative and contribution of the Committee of Voters of Ukraine, the Law of Ukraine On Election of National Deputies has been amended. They allowed polling station commissioners and observers to vote on site. Journalists were given discretion in covering campaign. In addition, civil society organizations insisted on amending the Code of Administrative Offences and the Criminal Code of Ukraine; thus, more severe penalties for violations of the election laws have been imposed. 
Long-Term Observation of the Election Campaign 
The CVU deployed 27 long-term observers in all regions of Ukraine for long-term observation of the campaign in November 2006. In March 2006, the number of observers increased by 225 (one person per each constituency). Based on data gathered over the observation period (November 2005 – March 2006), the Committee of Voters of Ukraine published six evaluative reports on the campaign developments in Ukraine. 

They focused on activities and violations of political parties and electoral blocs, electoral HQs, governmental agencies and local self-government bodies, election commissions and mass media.

Based on the long-term observation’ results, the CVU concluded that the parliamentary and local election campaigns were free and transparent. All political parties enjoyed equal opportunities. However, there were some organizational drawbacks and cases of unfair agitation. 

Conclusions and recommendations made by the monitoring results were widely published and got positive public response. Also, they formed the basis for decisions and activities of public authorities, the Central Election Commission and the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine.

Observation of Voting and Vote Tabulation
On the polling day, March 26, 2006, observers of the CVU stayed at 5,000 polling stations; 4,500 persons had the status of official observers, and others acted as correspondents of the Tochka Zoru newspaper (published by the CVU).
Representatives of the CVU also monitored transference of minutes to territorial and constituency election commissions and oversaw activities of commissions. Based on reports of observers, the CVU published its press releases every four hours with its assessment and coverage of the polling and vote tabulation procedures. Also, they have drawn up and published the comprehensive final report on the campaign. 

Observers of the CVU informed that voting process was free and transparent on March 26. No mass pressure upon voters, commissioners, journalists and observers was registered. However, some procedural violations were committed during the vote tabulation, especially in the part of handing papers to constituency and territorial election commissions and adjusting minutes of polling station commissions. But the CVU claims that results of the parliamentary election reflect true will of the Ukrainian voters. 
Observation at Polling Stations Abroad 
The CVU observed the election process in Austria, Armenia, Belarus, Croatia, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kirghizia, the Republic of Macedonia, Serbia and Montenegro, Romania, Russia, Slovakia, Uzbekistan, Hungary, USA, France, Poland, Germany, Netherlands and Denmark acting through its partners. 

Observers claim that election process at polling station aboard run smoothly. The only drawback was poor awareness of voters about procedures of putting on voter’s lists. Thus, some voters who had no absentee ballots failed to appeal to polling station commissions on putting on lists in advance. Respectively, when coming to a polling station on March 26, they were refused in casting their votes.

Training Program for Polling Station Commissioners
The Committee of Voters of Ukraine held 454 seminars for polling station commissioners with support of the Strengthening Electoral Administration in Ukraine Project Development Associates, Inc. and OSCE, in Volyn, Dnipropetrovskm Zakarpattya Odesa, Kharkiv, Khmelnytskyi oblasts, and Kyiv and Sevastopol cities in January – February 2006. About 39,350 persons got training over that period. 
Modeling Election at the Trial Polling Station 
On March 2, 2006, they modeled election at a trial polling station in Simferopol city (Autonomous Republic of Crimea). Then, they tried to reveal potential problems to be faced by voters and polling station commissioners during voting and vote tabulation procedures. Trial election was organized by the Public Council on Securing Electoral Rights of the Ukrainian Citizens during 2006 Election, established under the President of Ukraine, and the Clean Elections Initiative. The Public Council was represented by the Equal Opportunities Committee, the Committee of Voters of Ukraine and the Ukrainian Center for Independent Political Research.

A model polling station having the floor area of 90 sq. meters (maximum area permitted by the election laws) was arranged in the Hall of VI Vernadskyi Tavriya National University. There were four polling booths and three ballot boxes. The “commission” comprised 10 persons (minimum number allowed by the law). They used four types of ballot papers (at the election on March 26, five ballot papers will be used). Samples of ballot papers bore no names and titles of political parties / blocs, so the action had not the agitation nature. 
Voter’s lists contained 1,500 names (students of the Tavriya National University). 840 “voters” took part in the simulated election. 

The analytical report on the trial election results has been submitted to the Public Council, the Secretariat of the President of Ukraine.

Hot Line of the CVU
Hot line of the Committee of Voters of Ukraine (8-800-502-8-800) operated during the whole campaign. When giving a call, a voter received free legal advice on the election-related matters. The hot line was launched in December 2005; by the end of 2005, they got more than 5,000 calls from citizens of Ukraine. From January 2006 to the polling day, consultants answered to 30,000 questions. 

On the polling day, 28,000 persons appealed to the CVU. In April, they registered 5,000 calls. In total, lawyers of the hot line responded to 68,000 calls during the campaign. 
Educational Programs of the CVU 
In November 2005 – April 2006, the CVU conducted wide educational campaign among voters on compilation and clarification of voter’s lists, explained relevance, procedures and terms of such clarification. The program has been implemented due to support of the OSCE Project Coordinator and the Eurasia Foundation. 

They distributed 200,000 booklets, 200,000 leaflets and 300,000 flyers in crowded places, like subway stations, shopping centers, auto stations and railway stations, post offices, bus stations. Also, they produced video and audio ads calling voters to clarify their names in electoral registers. 

Over the project term, the mobile educational center made more than 270 visits, covering more than 200 cities and towns and more than 300 villages in about 55 % administrative units of Ukraine. During field visits, layers gave consultations to more than 3,000 citizens (including more than 1,700 consultations on the election legislation). Active members of the Initiative conducted educational activities among 200 regional groups on voter registration, more than 400 city, rayon and village libraries, and more than 50 educational institutions (universities, colleges and vocational schools), more than 1500 oblast and rayon offices of political parties, more than 400 rayon, town and village councils, more than 600 NGOs, which further distributed educational materials to voters.  
Voters Protection Service
During the election campaign, the Committee of Voters of Ukraine implemented the Voters Protection Service Project funded by the American Bar Association Central and East European Legal Initiative (ABA-CEELI). Twenty layers rendered professional services to subjects of the election process and other persons, who required legal assistance, in 20 regions of Ukraine, in particular in Donetsk, Dnipropetrovsk, Volyn, Vinnytsa, Zhytomyr, Zaporizhzha, Zakarpattya, Luhansk, Odesa, POltava, Rivne, Ternopil, Kherson, Khmelnytskyi, Sumy, Chernihiv, Chernivtsi, Cherkasy oblasts, the Autonomous Republic of Crime and Sevastopol city. From November 2005 to March 2006, they gave consultations to 4,000 persons on issues dealing with the election process (1,492 inquiries) and other legal issues (2,514 appeals). Lawyers not only gave consultations, but also participated in court proceedings. Respectively, they tracked 64 election-related cases and provided support in 314 cases on other issues. 355 cases were positively resolved both in court and in the extra judicial procedures. The most common violations dealt with errors in voter’s lists (254 cases), the election agitation (34) and violations committed during the vote tabulation procedure (25). More than 600 inquiries dealt with other infringements. 
Cooperation with International Monitoring Missions 
The CVU closely cooperated with ENEMO and OSCE missions, actively advised international missions deployed in Ukraine on the election-related issues. In particular, employees of regional branches and the central office of the CVU gave consultations to long-term observers of the ENEMO, including advices on logistics, organized activities of the Association of Ukrainians in Poland, who worked for the World Congress of Ukrainians, rendered support to the mission of the European Students Association AEGEE. The CVU also provided informational and organizational support to foreign journalists. 
Regional Programs of the CVU 
Network of the CVU offices implemented the number of regional projects, mainly, monitoring ones. They observed adherence to the legislation and performance of governmental agencies and local self-government bodies in the election-related aspects. Thus, following programs have been conducted: 
· „Promised & Done” (monitoring of activities and election programs of town mayor in Cherkasy oblast);

· "Monitoring of Readiness of Local Party Offices to the Proportional Election", "Monitoring of Enforcement of Voting Rights and Education of Voters" (Chernivtsi oblast branch of the CVU);

· "Election 2006: Monitoring of Enforcement of Voting Rights ", (Одеське ОВ КВУ);

· "Local election-2006: Monitoring of Readiness of Local Party Offices in Kherson Oblast”; “Democratic Mechanisms for Establishment of Responsible Authorities in Kherson”; “Monitoring of Realization of Human Rights in Kherson Oblast";

Also, they implemented several educational projects mobilizing voters for denying their electoral rights: 
· "People’s Watch” Project — public initiative on enforcement of fair and transparent voting during the parliamentary election in 2006 (Cherkasy oblast branch of the CVU);

· “Let’s Protect Our Choice!”, “Education of Voters from Small Towns of Odesa Oblast”.
