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Statement on the cancellation of repeat elections of Cherkassy mayor

Late in the evening June 15 2006 Cherkassy city territorial election commission made a resolution №79, that cancels the elections, scheduled on Sunday. In the judgment of CVU, Cherkassy city territorial election commission had no authority to make such a resolution, as soon as the Law “On elections of people’s deputies of autonomous republic of Crimea, local councils and village, settlement, city mayors” doesn’t provide the corresponding authority to commission of such a level. 
Situation with repeat elections of Cherkassy mayor, scheduled on June 18 2006, concerned a lot our organization. The recognition of regular mayoral elections invalid, very slow work on mastering the costs on elections’ conduction, unmotivated removal of candidates from the race (13.06.06 candidate S. Odarych was removed from the race without motives, he later challenged the decision in court) and, finally, the resolution of city TEC on cancellation of elections give reasons to talk about systematic attempts to leave the oblast center without legitimate city mayor for a long time. 
The resolution of city TEC refers to untenable arguments that “members of polling stations’ commissions are on vacations”, that there are no costs for elections (that is not true), that voter lists are of low-quality. The resolution has no reference on the legal act that authorizes the TEC to make issue resolutions. Without any doubts, there are a lot of problems with repeat elections of Cherkassy mayor, and our organization informed the public regularly about them. However, it was the job of Cherkassy city council, it’s executive bodies and the TEC itself to solve the problems. The polling stations’ commisions began their work despite the complete inactivity of TEC, voters received invitations and were ready to come and vote. 
Committee of voters of Ukraine turns to public and to authorities, and to the President of Ukraine. 
We call for unbiased investigation of Cherkassy events, starting from recognition of regular mayoral elections invalid to present situation. We think that activities of Cherkassy city TEC violate voters’ and candidates’ rights and cause damage to city budget. It is not improbable that the city TEC is being under pressure, which caused it’s strange and illegal decisions.
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