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Statement
on social and political situation in Ukraine 
Political crisis in Ukraine came to a boil. Controversies between political forces are so deep that any further escalation would bring about disastrous consequences for the Ukrainian nation. At the same time, the majority of decision-makers have realized that the only way to overcome the political crisis is to hold snap election of national deputies in 2007. Ukrainian people are of the same mind. According to survey of the Kyiv International Institute of Sociology, about 80 per cent of Ukrainians are going to take part in the early election — the figure is unique even for regular elections. 
At the same time, the CVU believes that a campaign arranged in a rush, lack of funding and poor organizational efforts, violation of principles of transparency and openness would only exacerbate a crisis, let lone solving the conflict. Voters will be able to form their opinion about political forces if perfect and democratic election process is organized. 

The Committee of Voters of Ukraine initiates following measures to be taken for improvement of the election process and rising responsibility of the elected persons before voters: 

1. Political forces should reach a compromise and cancel their inconsistent and contradictory resolutions. Terms of compromise and obligations of parties should be set forth in an open document. 
2. Compromise should include an agreement on holding the snap parliamentary election in October 2007 upon voluntary dissolution of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine of the 5th convocation. At that, term of campaign should be four months. All counterparts should observe procedures established for regularly election. 
3. Prior to declaring the snap election, the MPs should renew their activities and make amendments to the Law on Election. They should establish the proportional election system with “open lists” of candidates for national deputies. The CVU believes that “open regional lists” would be the best option for Ukraine. 
4. If the “closed lists” are preserved, the VR should amend the Law on Election and the Law on Political Parties. Such acts should secure secret rating voting of party congresses for priority of candidates in a party’s list. Parties and blocks, which have already nominated their candidates for a snap election, should publish data on their candidates on official web sites of such parties. 
5. As the unified register of voters can not be formed at a tight schedule, working groups for forming lists of voters should renew their activities as soon as possible. 
6. In order to enforce responsibility of national deputies before their constituency, the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine should pass the Law On Rules of Procedure of the VR immediately after unblocking their activities. In particular, the Law should impose a ban on faction switching, require personal voting of MPs (no handing over MP cards) and implement mechanisms for cooperation of national deputies with their voters (monthly reports etc). The Law should provide for various penalties for violation of such norms, up to termination of a MP’s office. 
CVU expects political parties to waive their personal claims and reach a consensus while taking into account opinions of non-affiliated Ukrainian NGOs. 
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