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STATEMENT
Concerning negotiations on making amendments to the Law on Election of National Deputies 
The Committee of Voters of Ukraine is concerned about negotiations on holding the early election in Ukraine. The CVU is indignant at the fact that such important issues as amending the Law on National Deputies are considered without representatives of civil and expert communities. Some proposals of policymakers on amendments to the election law are of speculative nature. If implemented, they may hamper efficient organization of the campaign and determination of the election results. 
The CVU points out that demands of some political forces about prompt creation of the Voter’s Register discredit the idea. The CVU has been insisting on creation of the Voter’s Register for five year. We appreciate adoption of the relevant laws by the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine. However, we should observe the law and be responsible in drawing up the Register. Such work will take at least twelve months. The CVU believes that working groups for registration of voters should be renewed for conduction of the snap election. Such groups shall prepare new voter’s lists based on lists compiled for 2006 election. Also, working groups should get assistance from local offices of the Ministries of Interior, Education and Housing & Public Utilities in data validation. As everybody knows, such Ministries are headed by the coalition members, who should be interested in optimal error-free voter’s lists. Also, the CVU calls upon to restore a norm allowing constituency election commissions or court to make amendments to voter’s lists on the polling day. 

Also, the CVU disapproves the proposal, according to which the election shall be deemed valid if participated by at least 51 per cent of voters. All surveys indicate that the voter turnout will cause no problems on the polling day, as 70 – 80 per cent of voters are willing to cast their votes. At the same time, such threshold may prompt ill-intentioned entities to upset the election. 

In addition, the CVU sees no logic in turning down the Election System. The CVU emphasizes that official election results are determined based on minutes of election commission, the e-system displays the preliminary result only. At the same time, if an efficient e-counting is absent, some constituency commissions may forge data of formal minutes. 

Therefore, the CVU calls upon representatives of political forces to demonstrate due diligence in changing the election law and not to use “fair election” rhetoric as a shell for short-term political expediency. 
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