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The Committee of Voters of Ukraine is the all-Ukrainian NGO that has been performing comprehensive monitoring of campaigns in Ukraine in terms of observance of the national legislation and international standards of fair and democratic election by all stakeholders since 1994. From the moment when the snap parliamentary election campaign started, the CVU monitored the election process in all regions of Ukraine. The present monitoring focused on use of administrative resource and criminal interference into the election process.

Observations of the CVU based on the campaign monitoring:

1. No gross violations dealing with administrative pressure, intimidation of voters by public officials, have been revealed in the course of snap parliamentary election.

2. The most troublesome is that fact that officials of governmental agencies and local self-government bodies combine their jobs and duties of heads of election HQs and parliamentary candidates at early election. Therefore, public resources are allocated for election campaigns of political parties.

3. Dangerous manifestations of administrative pressure were interferences into campaigning from the part of officials. 

4. CVU points out that fiscal and other regulatory agencies refrain from raising additional funds “for election”. However, parties raised funds for campaigning with big Ukrainian and foreign financial and industrial groups. It is quite possible that financial donors secured advocating for their business.

5. Courts play major role at the snap election in 2007. Given defective election procedures and high affiliation level among election commissions, court decisions would be decisive in the course of campaign. CVU is informed on cases of alleged pressure upon and bribery of judges, who consider election-related cases.

6. CVU is concerned about possible engagement of law-enforcement bodies in the campaign, given the fact that heads of law-enforcement agencies run from various political forces. 

7. Under conditions of short-term election campaign and poor legislative control, CVU reveals the so-called “positive administrative pressure” — active execution of official duties for organization of the election process within limits of one’s competence. 

Administrative Pressure and Campaigning of Officials 

Work for election HQs 
According to CVU’s estimates, about one third of heads and deputy heads of local administrations, local self-government bodies take part in the election campaign. However, despite repeated statements, majority of officials did not go on leave. And even being on leave, many of them continue to exercise their duties. 

Donetsk oblast 

On August 1, oblast HQs of the Party of Regions organized mass street action in Kramatorsk town. Anatoliy Blyznjuk, leader of the election campaign of Party of Regions in Donetsk oblast and head of Donetsk oblast council, national deputies of Ukraine took part in the event. 

Ivano-Frankivsk oblast

According to the Deputy Head of Ivano-Frankivsk oblast state administration, Roman Tkach, Head of the Administration (parliamentary candidate from Our Ukraine – People’s Self-Defense Bloc) went on leave on August 20. However, he participates in various official events as the Head of Ivano-Frankivsk oblast state administration and candidate for MP. 

On August 30, a new bridge across the Prut River was solemnly opened in Kolomyja town. Roman Tkach visited town as the Head of Ivano-Frankivsk oblast state administration and candidate for MP then. 

Ternopil oblast

Ivan Stoiko, head of Ternopil oblast state administration (member of Our Ukraine – People’s Self-Defense Bloc, # 46 on the election list) has refused to go on leave saying he was supposed to solve the number of pressing issues. At the same time, Ivan Stoiko said he would not carry on agitation during wokring hour and would not violate the law. In the meantime, he keeps his word. Mykola Mykolenko, head of Ternopil oblast council (Yulia Tymoshenko’s Bloc, # 218), has not gone on leave yet. 

Sevastopol city

S. Kunitsyn, Head of Sevastopol city administration (#2 of UR — Ukrainian Regional Activists Bloc) exercises his official duties when being on leave: he holds meetings, briefings, takes part in official events (like visit to Moscow), appoints to offices ad dismisses civil servants. At his briefing he said that “you should be happy of it. … By the way, many officials in Kyiv do the same”. 
Kherson oblast
Following sharp criticism, press service of Kherson oblast state administration informed on August 31, that the head of oblast state administration and all heads of rayon state administration being engaged in activities of election HQs, had went on leave. Although, CVU has not obtained documentary evidences of the fact among resolutions of the head of oblast state administration posted on the official web site of Kherson OSA. 

On August 16, the Novyi Den newspaper (issue 33) published an interview with civil servants, who run for the parliament from the Socialist Party of Ukraine (Volodymyr Stetsenko, head of Beryslav rayon state administration, Petro Shevtsov, deputy head of Hola Prystan state administration, Natalia Ivanenko, head of the Juvenile Service of Kherson oblast state administration). There, civil servants agitated for the Socialist Party of Ukraine. Headline of the article reads: “Socialists believe that…”. The article was not marked as political advertising. 

Cherkasy oblast

O.Cherevko, Head of Cherkasy oblast administration and head of the oblast HQs of Our Ukraine – People’s Self-Defense Bloc, and heads of rayon state administrations supervising rayon HQs went on leave on September 1. However, while being on leave, O.Cherevko took part in the meeting of the Council of National Security and Defense on September 4. On September 6, he held the field meeting of the oblast state administration together with heads of rayon state administrations in Mankivka settlement. Every time, relevant papers were executed etc. 

Chernivtsi oblast

On September 1, press service of the oblast branch of Party of regions informed that Volodymyr Kulish, head of Chernivtsi oblast state administration, would go on leave on September 3. However, V.Kulish took part in the number of events as the head of oblast state administration on September 3 – 4. 
Budget resources, premises, transport, subordinates engagemen in the election campaign 
As soon as most officials of central and regional authorities are in any event engaged in the election campaign, they try to use any forms of their public activities for agitation.

That is why CVU is inclined to regard as concealed forms of agitation the following activities: President Yuschenko and prime-minister Yanukovich’s working visits to the regions and also eludicative campaign concerning President’s “Social initiatives”, carried out by state administrations. Althoug Viktor Yuschenko is not a direct participant of the election campaign, he still is the honorary head of Our Ukraine, and his speeches repeat the main NSNU program provisions.
CVU considers the parliament convocation as merely a coalition parties’ propaganda act. At the convocation, there were appels to vote for certain political parties, and TV- and radiobroadcast were used at budget cost.

The same way different activities were used for agitation in the regions.
Vinnitska oblast
To organize mass actions for BYuT leader Yulia Tymoshenko, September 9th students of Vinnitsa national technical university were involved, during study hours. Rector B.Mokin is in the BYuT list under #209. 
Ivano-Frankivska oblast.

September 1st, Roman Tkach and Our Ukraine MPs were present at a new school opening in Lopjanka village, Rozhnativ rayon. From the oblast council, the school received modern computer room, from the other guests (some rayon officials and MPs) – multimedia center, TV-set, DVD-player and books for the library. It is interesting that the school was build in short term, two thirds of the work was performed in 3 months (in fact, from the time of real campaign start). The budget value of the object is 5.500.000 UAH. 
Odesska oblast.

The head of Pension fund of Ukraine (PFU) Central board in Odessa oblast Anatoliy Solovjov addressed a letter to heads of PFU offices in rayons and cities of Odessa oblast. In the letter, he practically imposes moratorium on converting pensions in case the conversion decreases pensions, up to September 30th.  
When celebrating Odessa anniversary, of the planes which took part in the aircraft show above Potemkin’s stairs, hoisted an orange flag with Our ukraine symbolic. The selebration was organized by Odessa city council. 

In Berezivka town, Our Ukraine - People’s Self-Defense Bloc political advertisement (banner) is placed on the rayon state administration building.
Lugansk oblast
In Slovjanoserbsk, Lugansk oblast, a rally was held at the central square, using Party of regions symbolic, flags, songs, and slogans. During working time regional center organizations’ employees (including civil servants) were forcibly gathered on the rally. 
Stahaniv newspaper Telegazeta informed that the city mayor 1st deputy, who is in the same time a head of Party of regions city branch Sergiy Gladkyh in his speech on Miner’s Day festivities stated that there is a need to uphold reforms, started by Yanukivich’s government. The festivities, devoted to professional holiday and paid from city budget, was turned in fact into Party of regions election rally.
The head of CVU Lugansk office appealed to the head of Department of the Interior in Lugansk oblast to call Gladkyh to account for infringement, provided by article 212-10 of the Administrative Infringements Code. According to the Code, the civil servant is liable to 850-1.350 UAH fine.
Sevastopol
The head of Sevastopol city state administration S.Kunitsin describes the history of URA – Ukrainian regional active block (NDP+RCP+DPU) in city newspaper Slava Sevastopola, dated 21.08.2007.
Sumy oblast
The head of Pidlypensk village council of Konotop, Volodymyr Scherbyna is at the same time a head of city V.Lytvyn HQ. It was said that he threatened to fire his employees in case they express sympathy towards other party. He forced his employees to attend meeting with V.Lytvyn in Konotop September 2nd.
Rivne oblast
September 4th, Tochka zoru-Rivne correspondent and Our Ukraine – People’s Self-Defense Bloc representative found and made a picture of illegal agitation case. Particularly, at the Sarny rayon administration entrance there was a yellow sticker with slogan “Country needs Lytvyn” and outgoing data present. After they recorded this fact, one of civil servants came out of the building, took away the illegal propaganda material and went back to the administrative building. Such a fact violates the election campaign provisions and is liable to part 4, article 71.
Kharkiv oblast
In Chuguev city-regional newspaper Krasnaya zvezda the so called Social initiatives of the President (which are in fact consealed propaganda for  Our Ukraine – People’s Self-Defense block) were published free of charge, at the Chuguev rayon state administration instance. In the same newspaper, “news” about prime-minister Yanukovich’s energetic activities are published on regular basis, that is, in fact, free propaganda for Party of regions. 
Kherson oblast
August 21st and 22nd head of Kherson oblast state administration B.V.Silenkov presented Social initiatives of the President to Kahovka and Nova Kahovka citizens. The announcement about the event was printed on orange color. After the presentation, Our Ukraine – People’s Self-Defense block propaganda materials were distributed, singer Viktor Pavlik performed. 
Chernivtsi oblast
September 1st during a minister of foreign affairs, #3 in Our Ukraine – People’s Self-Defense Block List A.Jatsenuk, journey to Chernivtsi oblast, oblast state administration provided transport for journalists who visited the units, opened in Jatsenuk’s presence (school and club). Head of oblast state administration information service stated, that minibuses were provided for opening a school and a club, not for a meeting with politician. However, Jatsenuk himself declared, that he came as Our Ukraine – People’s Self-Defense Block member, not as a minister. 
Administrative interference in the election campaign
CVU regards usage of own official functions in order to resist opponents or exert pressure on voters as the most harsh demonstration of administrative resource. 
Donetsk oblast
All-Ukrainian civic organization “Young Batkivschyna” press service states that authorities use administrative resource against organization members.

Head of Kramatorsk city youth organization Volodymyr Rzhavsky was dismissed from his job of state enterprise UkrNIImetallurgmash chief mechanic not because of the enterprise economic problems, but because of political motives. Rzhavsky is an active member of BYuT block, well-known local politician? – states press service. Besides, they state that 15 employees of the same enterprise, members of  All-Ukrainian organization “Batkivschyna” and youth organization were dismissed due to “so called reduction of the staff”, among them – head of primary party organization which existed at the enterprise. 

September 5th, BYuT election HQ in Donetsk oblast published a statement, saying that “systematic pressure is put upon BYuT representatives in okrug election commissions by local authorities, which are controlled by Party of regions. Such stuation already resulted in several commissions’ members replacement. We are practically sure that the same pressure will be put upon members of polling stations’ commissions, after their lists will be submitted to okrug election commissions”.
Zhytomyr oblast
Party of regions HQ representatives met several rayonal newspapers’ editors-in-chief and demanded critical materials about Yanukovich and Party of regions not to be published. Such meetings were held with Brusyliv, Chervonoarmiysk, Baranivsk and some other rayons’ editors-in-chief.  
Kyiv city
Kyiv city mayor Leonid Chernivetskiy prohibited placing propaganda tents of all political actors. 
Rivne oblast
Party of regions Dubny branch informed that August 25th in the center of Dubno town the mayor L.Dudko (Our Ukraine) put pressure upon their representatives and demanded from them stopping agitating and removing the tent. Party of regions continued agitation for a short period of time. 
Kherson oblast
Septembet 30th in Tsurupinsk prior to rayon teachers’ conference near the rayon house of culture local Our Ukraine – People’s Self-Defense Bloc propagandists tried to distribute invitations to a meeting with Yuriy Lutsenko among teachers who entered the house of culture. Head of rayon education and science department Ludmyla Nazarenko aggressively prohibited them from distributing the invitations. 
August 22nd Chernomorets newspaper published a Skadovsk town mayor Olexandr Gavrysh instruction “On designation places for propaganda for parties for the period of Verkhovna Rada elections”. With his instruction, the mayor limited places for installing agitation tents to 4 and obliged political actors to make garbage removal contracts with two communal enterprises.

Criminal interference to the election process

CVU still detects facts of criminal interference to the election process. They lied in forced prevention from agitation and damage agitation materials of parties and blocks, the same as in the previous campaign. However, there are also cases of persecution and violence towards people because of their political views.

Donetsk oblast
September 1st, head of Zhdanivka city HQ Olexandr Senov and BYuT HQ members Alina nad Sergiy Arhypchuk, who wear t-shorts with BYuT symbolic, have been unmercifully beaten. The three victims got numerous wounds of face and body. 
Zaporizhzhya olast.

In Zaporizhzhya, several facts of BYuT, Lytvyn block, PSPU propaganda billboards and social initiatives of President Yuschenko agitation damage were recorded. 
Ivano-Frankivsk oblast.
August 30th, head of oblast All-Ukrainian organization Freedom, head of oblast election HQ, candidate Ruslan Zelik was beaten. The assault was carried out after Zelik’s live broadcast with Oleg Tagnibok on local TV. Local party members connect the assault with the victim’s political activities. 
Kherson oblast
August 28th, city council depute of natalia Vitrenko block People’s opposition damaged 4 Socialist party’s propaganda tents, placed near Kherson city council building, with Toyota Land Cruiser car.  
August 29th in Livi Solontsi village, Tsurupinsk rayon, Kherson oblast, Party of regions representative in TEC #187 Garkusha Georgiy Ivanoych together with other person, Party of regions member, unmercifully beaten a Tsurupinsk rayon council deputy from Our Ukraine – People’s Self-Defense Block, Makarenko Grygoriy Ivanovych. He got craniocerebral trauma and was taked to a hospital. A criminal investigation started. The reason of assault was deputies’ political activities, hic public criticism against Garkush organization activities aimed at cutting acacias near the village. Makarenko stated, that when beating him, Garkush called the victim “orange fascist” and threatened to “bury” him personally in case Makarenko will not stop criticizing Garkush.  
