[image: image1.png]


 Committee of Voters of Ukraine 
P.B. 181, Kyiv-133, 01133                 tel./fax: (044) 492-27-67

E- mail: press@cvu.kiev.ua
http:\\www.cvu.org.ua

30.08.2007

Specific Features of Campaign and Media Coverage of the Early Parliamentary Election  

Monitoring Bulletin # 4


The Committee of Voters of Ukraine is the all-Ukrainian NGO that has been performing comprehensive monitoring of campaigns in Ukraine in terms of observance of the national legislation and international standards of fair and democratic election by all stakeholders since 1994. From the moment when the snap parliamentary election campaign started, the CVU monitored the election process in all regions of Ukraine. The present monitoring focused on results of registration of parliamentary candidates, agitation, media coverage and criminal interferences into the election process.

Observations of the CVU based on the campaign monitoring:

1. In general, campaign is held freely, without obstacles. All subjects of the election process enjoy equal opportunities for campaigning. 

2. Following violations were registered: campaigning without formal registration, interferences into campaigning by officials, involvement of public officers in agitation on behalf of some political forces, use of child labor in campaigning, distribution of damaging information on opponents, use of “black PR”.

3. CVU estimates that campaign of all subjects of the election process will cost approximately UAH 2 billion. 

4. Campaigns of the leading political forces in 2007 are “single-focused”: election budgets will be mainly spent for advertising at central TV channels, placement of outdoor ads through network agencies, distribution of printed materials by commercial delivery services. Ideological supporters of parties play minor role in the campaign because of small number of such supporters. 

5. Main methods of campaigning are media advertising, outdoor advertising and election tours of candidates. 

6. Number of “paid-for” materials in mass media raises. Such materials are broadcasted / published as news with no special references; they are paid for from other sources than election funds. 

7. Leading central TV channels offer new formats of political programs informing voters on candidates. Discrimination of parties having low ratings is quite natural and meets demand of voters. CVU insists on holding direct debates among leaders of major political forces.

8. Funding of the campaign is not transparent enough; significant share of expenditures can be made from other sources than election funds. As subjects of the election processes will be remunerated for campaign-related costs if overcome 3 % threshold, so many registered parties and blocs will not open their election funds. 

9. CVU points out that false poll results are often published in mass media. Journalists are feckless in distributing such data.

Registration of candidates 

As of August 30, the Central Election Commission terminated registration of parliamentary candidates. In total, 21 subjects of the election process have been registered. 

However, the CVU is concerned of registration of the Pora party as an independent subject and withdrawal of representatives of such party from the election list of Our Ukraine – People’s Self-Defense Bloc. CVU believes that some CEC members were biased towards participants of the election process, as CEC has cancelled their previous resolution on registration of Pora’s candidates with no valid grounds.

In addition, registered subjects of the election process have not published full biographical data of their candidates yet, despite of insistent demands of NGOs. 

Campaign and Administrative Pressure 

In general, campaign is held freely; however, some cases of administrative pressure or criminal interferences were registered. CVU’ observers also pointed out that officials of pubic authorities or local self-government bodies agitated for some subjects of the election process; nevertheless, they were sporadic occurrences.

City of Kyiv

According to Vasyl Horbal, head of Kyiv city branch of the Party of Regions, officials of the Secretariat of the President demanded to “take off big boards of the Party of Regions from central streets” on August 24. Later on the same day, officials the State Security Service attacked airships bearing the Party’s symbols near the Ukraine Hotel and cut off ropes, - says V.Horbal. 

Lviv region

Subject to Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine # 885 dd. 27.06.2007, district militia officers started gathering data on people, who went abroad, in villages of Lviv oblast. Currently, commission of the oblast state administration is investigating the case. 

Mykolaiv region 

On August 28, Mykola Rudkovskyi, Minister of Transport and Communications of Ukraine, agitated employees of Mykolaiv Sea Port for the Socialist Party during an official working meeting.

Odesa region 

Big board of Our Ukraine – People’s Self-Defense bloc has been put on the premise of rayon state administration in Berezivka town.

On August 20, Oleksij Fajuk (member of the Party of Regions), deputy Head of Bilhorod-Dnistrovskyi rayon state administration, spoke in favor of PR during the Fest of Harvest in one settlement of the rayon. Later on O. Fajuk handed over a party-membership card to the head of Karnalijivka village council during the staff meeting. 

Kheson region 

Advertising materials of the Party of Regions were revealed in the premise of public reception office of the regional department of the pension fund of Ukraine in Komsomolsk district of Kherson city. There were no materials of other subjects of the election process.

Chernivtsi region 
Sokyrany town council prohibited meeting of Yrij Lutsenko, leader of Our Ukraine – People’s Self-Defense bloc, with voters, which should have been held in the central square in early September. 

Chernihiv region 

MP Oleh Ljashko accused Volodymyr Khomenko (Our Ukraine – People’s Self-Defense bloc) of obstructing meetings of active members of Yulia Tymoshenko’s bloc with their voters, when speaking at the press conference in the premise of oblast council on August 23. According to him, the rayon state administration did not provide a premise for meeting of I.Kurovskyi, MP of the 5th convocation and the parliamentary candidate from YTB, with voters in Ichnja rayon. 

For the reporting period, most active in campaigning were Yulia Tymoshenko’s bloc, Our Ukraine – People’s Self-Defense bloc, Party of regions. Socialist party, Communist party and Lytvyn block were also rather active. Other election process actors completely or almost completely abstained from agitation. 
The main forms of election campaigning were as follows: 
· Placing agitation products on outer carriers (billboards, light boxes etc). More or less active use of such carriers is one of the election campaign features.  

· Agitation and spreading different agitation materials in tents with party symbolic, often together with gathering signatures for one or another initiative. 
· Candidates’ tours throughout regions, followed by mass arrangements.
· Agitation in mass media. With some exceptions, all election actors have equal access to mass media. It is important to note that besides official election agitation materials, many mass media outlets contain lots of agitation materials, which are not indicated as election agitation. Often materials which are presented as author’s, are in fact printed in several newspapers, even in different regions. 
Donetsk oblast
Opposition parties have problems with placing there materials in the oblast communal mass media outlets. Different reasons are named, but denial is systematic.  
Odessa oblast
 The party of region program was published in Kotovskie izvestia newspaper, not indicated as political advertisement. 
Rivne oblast
 The result of an opinion pall were published in Rivne racurs and rivne vechirne newspapers with no indication of the time of poll conduction, number of respondents, information gathering method, precise question’ wording and statistical error, thus breaking the part 10, paragraph 68 of the Election law. 
Cherkassy oblast
In TCN program Ros the topics clearly agitating to vote for Socialist party are broadcasted with no sign “political advertisement”. Particulary, the journalists and heroes of the topics state: “village problem-solving depended on socialists’ all-level coordinated activities”, “speaking with MP, people said that they will vote for socialists, as they are approachable and keep their promises”. At he end of the topic there is a direct speech – a village woman says: “… I want all the villagers to vote for socialists, as soon as they are approachable”. The topic was broadcasted for 212 seconds 3 times. The topics of such a kind are systematic.  
There were no fact of pressure on journalists or prevention from their work, with one exception.

Odessa oblast
August 26th after a meeting with Yulia Tymoshenko at the Spartak stadium, BuYT activists tried to prevent Olexandr Lesyk, Segodnya newspaper correspondent, from photographing the process of agitation tents removal in ambulance cars. According to the newspaper management, the correspondent was beaten, and a corresponding statement was filed to police.
Such traditional for Ukraine forms of agitation as posting leaflets, distributing agitation materials from door to door at the moment are almost neglected by election process actors. 
Agitation with a help of spreading goods and services was almost absent. The only exception is mass distribution of different goods with symbolic by Yulia Tymoshenko’s block (t-shirts, caps, pens etc).  

Active spread of social initiatives at the budget expense and ready-witted President’s (honoraryhead of Ouer Ukraine) remarks, which often agree with main Our Ukraine – People’s Self-Defense bloc massages and may be regarded as concealed agitation, are main characteristic features of the agitation campaign.  
Traditionally, black PR is a problem of election campaign, however, on this election process stage it is not so widespread. 
Ivano-Frankivsk oblast
In Kalush city unknown persons visited the needy citizens’ and lonely pensioners houses, introduced themselves as “Charity” service officials and proposed a gift from the prime-minister Viktor Yanukovych. The gift was a check on 2000 UAH, and it was required to pay 200 UAH for delivering the check. The checks proved to be false, however, about 40 persons were swindled. The police opened a criminal case. The party of regions local office stated that it is not implicated in this case. 
Zaporizhzhya oblast
In Zaporizhzhya a brochure A5 format named “Yuliada” was spread. The main heroine of this opus in “Eneida” style is Yulia Tymoshenko, whose character is depicted in purely negative and offensive form. It also contains abuses towards president Yuschenko and Our Ukraine – People’s Self-Defense bloc leaders.  
Odessa oblast
 
We can qualify the leaflets “Nacist came” and “It started there the same” of Party of regions office in Odessa city as black PR. 
In several regions, a leafleat with a name “Sun of a Kuchma” and negative information about V. Yuschenko was spread. 
Criminal interference to the election process
From the election campaign start, CVU detected several facts of criminal interference to the election process. They lied in forced prevention from agitation and damage agitation materials of parties and blocks, the same as in the previous campaign. 
Kyiv city 

Unknown persons in a blue car approached a group of Party of regions supporters, threatened them with a gun, took away party flags and disappeared. 
Kharkiv oblast
 On the eve of Yulia Tymoshenko’s visit to Kharkiv, planned for August 29th, the billboards with her photo were damaged. 
Kherson oblast
 There were more then ten occasions when billboards of Our Ukraine and BuYT were seriously damaged: cut or stained with paint. 
