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The Committee of Voters of Ukraine is the all-Ukrainian NGO that has been performing comprehensive monitoring of campaigns in Ukraine in terms of observance of the national legislation and international standards of fair and democratic election by all stakeholders since 1994. From the moment when the snap parliamentary election campaign started, the CVU monitored the election process in all regions of Ukraine. Monitoring focused on nomination of candidates for MPs, formation and initial steps of constituency election commissions, and agitation.

Observations of the CVU based on the campaign monitoring:

1. In general, candidates for MPs were nominated and registered in compliance with current legislation; however, some incidents occurred. Thus, registration of candidates from Yulia Tymoshenko’s Bloc was delayed, and candidates from Pavlo Lazarenko’s Bloc were not registered. 

2. Constituency election commissions were established in due time as required by the law. Majority of commissioners have sufficient experience and are able to organize the election process. However, material and technical support of CECs remains the weak point. 

3. CVU is concerned of the fact that majority of civil servants involved in the election campaign, broke the promise to go on leave, while some acts of such officials may be qualified as campaigning.

4. The CVU has revealed illegal obstacles to agitation; in some cases, advertising materials were damaged. Some political actors resorted to “black PR”. However, such facts remain sporadic and non-systematic.

5. CVU welcomes in-depth discussions of election manifesto initiated by some political actors. However, in order to inform the maximum number of voters, political parties and journalists should organize political debates among leaders of four major political parties: Yanukovych, Tymoshenko, Yuschenko and Symonenko. 

Nomination and registration of candidates for MPs 

Congresses of political parties and election blocs were conducted in due time. They nominated candidates for MPs. As of August 21, the Central election Commission has registered 9 subjects of the election process. 

In general, candidates for MPs were nominated and registered in compliance with current legislation; however, there were some problems with registration of candidates from Yulia Tymoshenko’s Bloc and Pavlo Lazarenko’s Bloc.

Concerning YTB, CVU believes that some CEC members were biased when interpreting controversial norms of the election law; their resolutions were politically motivated. In their turn, YTB deliberately escalated a conflict, although they could easily observe CEC’ requirements. Such incident intensified political controversies, which impeded due organization of the election campaign. CVU cannot rule out possibility of similar incidents in future. 

Concerning refusal in registration of candidates from Pavlo Lazarenko’s Bloc, CVU believes that the CEC has observed legal requirements. 

CVU states that problems with registration can not be a reason to contest the election results in future.
Formation and initial steps of constituency election commissions
On August 13, The Central Electoral Commission formed 225 constituency election commissions. When doing that, they observed the election law and secured proportional representation of political parties with executive bodies of commissions. 

CVU estimates that, depending on the region, 40 – 90 per cent of CoEC members used to work for election commissions. However, not all of them worked on CoEC level. 

Also, political forces being entitled to form election commissions faced difficulties in securing their representation in CoECs; therefore, some commissioners would run into problems when executing their authorities. So, some staff changes in CoECs are possible. 

Volyn region 

Valentyna Kuzava (Communist Party of Ukraine) headed CoEC # 23 in Lutsk. However, she was in hospital then; she underwent post-surgical treatment. Secretary of the commission Leonid Budtsev (Our Ukraine – People’s Self-Defense Bloc) was on leave, so the first meeting of the commission was head by the deputy Head of CoEC Nina Hubachova (Socialist Party). 

Odesa region 

One person — Leonid Kaduk — was nominated to CoEC # 141 by two parties — Party of Regions and the Socialist Party. In 2006, he represented the Party of Regions.

Kherson region 

Fedir Semenchenko, Deputy Chairman of the Department of Political Sciency of Kherson national Technical University, was elected head of CoEC # 188 in Novotroitsk. He resides in Kherson city, in 170 km from Novotroitsk.

Besides, some commissions lack material and technical support and facilities. Now, local authorities solve such problems. 

In addition, the CVU is cautious against some CoEC members, who failed to fulfill their duties during previous election campaigns. 

Zaporizhzha region

Ivan Haidei, head of CoEC # 71 (nominated by the party of Region), chaired CoEC # 78 during the presidential election in 2004. On November 1, 2004, he refused to provide other CoEC members with copies of minutes on election results.

Luhansk region

Valentyna Zelenska (Party of Regions), head of CoEC # 103, chaired this commission in 2004. Then, she committed many serious violations. Appointment of Mrs. Zelenska shocked representatives of YTB and Our Ukraine – People’s Self-Defense Bloc.

Cherkasy region

Some persons having spotted reputation have been nominated to CoEC # 199. Thus, for example, Iryna Honchar was member of Cherkasy city territorial election commission, which activities have resulted in cancellation of the city mayor election results.

CVU was informed that several CoEC ailed to convoke their first meetings within three days, as required by the law. However, minutes of such commissions were backdated, so CVU has no documentary evidences of such violation. Almost all CoECs failed to inform journalists and representatives of political parties on their first meetings in advance. At the same time, no persons concerned there refused admission to CoEC meetings. 

CVU will register their observers in all CoECs as soon as possible, and recommends all stakeholders of the election process to do the same (especially it is advisable for parties and blocs having no representation in commission.

Agitation and administrative pressure 

CVU is deeply concerned about the fact that the majority of civil servants, who take part in the election campaign, failed to go on leave, while their activities may be qualified as campaigning.

Odesa region

Ivan Plachkov, Head of Odesa Oblast State Administration, who has been appointed to the Head of election HQs of Our Ukraine – People’s Self-Defense Bloc, failed to go on leave for the period of campaign. Speaking to active members of CVU, he denied such possibility. Also, Andrij Bulhakov, head of Renijsk rayon state administration (now he chairs the rayon HQs of Our Ukraine – People’s Self-Defense Bloc) and Mykola Adyrov, head of Bilhorod-Dnistrovskyi rayon council (chairs the rayon HQs of Party of Regions) preserved their official positions. 

Kherson region

Status of Borys Silenkov, Head of Kherson Oblast State Administration, is unclear. In July, he was appointed the Head of oblast election HQs of Our Ukraine – People’s Self-Defense Bloc. He has given a notice to leave to the Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych. However, the Prime Minister has not signed a notice yet. Now, Borys Silenkov personally holds public presentations of social initiatives of the President Viktor Yuschenko in towns and settlements of the region. Voters perceive such presentations as campaigning. 

Yulia Tymoshenko’s Bloc has appealed to the CVU because of dismantling YTB’s big-boards in Kyiv city. Thus, big-boards of YTB were dismantled on the Paton Bridge on August 16. At that, community services referred to resolution of the Advertising Department of Kyiv City State Administration saying the samples of such ads were not registered with the Central Election Commission. However, subject to the law on election, a subject of the election process should not “register” their ads, but only inform the CEC on their advertising within five days. According to representatives of YTB, they have filed the relevant notification. CVU believes that Kyiv City State Administration has violated rights of the subject of election process. 

In addition, CVU registered facts of distribution of agitation materials, which may be qualified as “black PR”. 

Zaporizhzha region

Zaporizhzha branch of CVU received copies of 26-page agitation brochure called “Yuliada”. It contains negative information and offences to Yulia Tymoshenko. Also, it insults the President of Ukraine and leaders of Our Ukraine – People’s Self-Defense Bloc. Zaporizhzha branch of CVU has made the relevant statement in this connection. 

At the same time, CVU is skeptical about attempts of some regional HQs to present business and personal conflicts, criminal offences as political incidents referring to the election campaign. 

Initiative of Yulia Tymoshenko’s Bloc on Holding the National Referendum 

As of August 21, the CEC refused to register more than 300 initiative groups of YTB saying that questions proposed by them cannot be discussed at the national referendum initiated by people. CVU regards that resolution of CEC as politically motivated. However, the CVU still believes that it is impossible to organize the national referendum based on the current legislation, and its holding together with the early parliamentary election on September 30 would impede preparation of the election. However, CVU does not rule out that YTB may take the issue to court and start gathering signatures upon favorable court decision. 

