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Early elections for MPs in Kyiv city: organization and conduction peculiarities

CVU Monitoring bulletin #2

The Committee of Voters of Ukraine is the all-Ukrainian NGO. CVU been performing comprehensive monitoring of electoral campaigns in Ukraine in terms of observance of the national legislation and international standards of fair and democratic election by all stakeholders from year 1994. With the official start of campaign, the CVU began election process monitoring in all regions of Ukraine. Based on the results of monitoring, CVU weekly publishes monitoring reports regarding different aspects of early parliamentary elections campaigning.

Early elections organization and conduction in the capital of Ukraine are the subject of the following research. In Kyiv, political situation makes elections specific. Besides, elections in Kyiv always attract higher mass media and international observers attention, so, it will influence the general perception and evaluation of elections. 
Elections technical-organizational provision

7 election districts were created in Kyiv city. Central election commission ratified the District election commissions composition August 13. The posts of DEC heads were distributed the following way: 
- DEC Heads: «Our Ukraine» - 2, BYuT – 2, Socialist party -1, Communist party – 1, Party of regions – 1;

- DEC Vice-heads: «Our Ukraine» - 3, BYuT – 2, Communist party – 1, Party of regions – 1, Socialist party – 0;

- DEC Secretaries: Communist party – 3, «Our Ukraine» - 1, BYuT – 1, Socialist party - 1, Party of regions – 1;


At the time when the ballot paper was prepared, the first district election commissions meetings has not take place yet, however, according to Kyiv city public administration, their work had been already provided with primacies, phone connection, equipment and computers.


As of August 1, task forces for registration of voters were established in all districts of Kyiv. However, the specific feature of Kyiv is the greatest share of persons, who reside in the city without relevant registration. Therefore, such individuals will not be put on voter’s lists at the place of their actual residence. On the polling day, they will have to go to their places of registration; otherwise, they will lose their suffrage. The CVU expects that about 300-400,000 of Kyiv citizens will not be able to declare their will, as absentee certificates are not accepted at the snap parliamentary election.

In order to solve the issue, the CVU recommends persons who can get registered in Kyiv, to do it as soon as possible. Local authorities should hold an awareness campaign among voters and, if required, provide task forces for registration of citizens with additional resources. 

As voter’s lists are currently executed, the CVU recommends those citizens, who are going to change their place of residence in August – September, to visit polling stations and clarify their personal data on voter’s lists on September 20 – 27. 

Another challenge faced by organizers in the capital city, may be lack of people willing to work for polling station commissions. This problem is typical for all regions at early election; however, in Kyiv it will be of high relevance. Income level of Kyiv residents exceeds average income throughout Ukraine; therefore, official remuneration for a commissioner may be insufficient in eyes of a Kyiv resident. It may cause staffing shortfall in polling station commissions. 

CVU recommends political parties to employ their members for work in polling station commissions. Constituency election commissions should also consider applications from parties, having no representation with the parliament, and form the personnel pool for PSCs.

Local authorities should organize catering for commissioners on the polling day, and transportation for delivery of commissioner members to homes upon vote tabulation. AsPSC members should stay at stations until heads of the commission return from a constituency election commission, their working day may end at 2.00 a.m., or even later. 

Specific Features of Campaigning in Kyiv

Specific feature of the city of Kyiv is wide access to Internet and the maximum number of TV channels available. High density of population resulted in the maximum coverage of Kyiv citizen with printed agitation materials. Doorbell ringing or direct mail advertising is very efficient. In addition, Kyiv hosts the greatest number of big boards. Therefore, a voter in Kyiv will gent the fullest information on election lists, manifestos, promises and declarations of political parties. 

In addition, Kyiv has been always used as a site fore various street actions. The CVU expects that ratings of those political forces, which organize mass demonstrations in Kyiv, will come down, especially among voters who reside nearby. Unfortunately, organizers of street actions do not care about public order and sanitation facilities, fail to give instructions to their followers, which irritates people who reside in neighboring buildings. 

CVU does not expect that administrative pressure be used in Kyiv. Today, local authorities do not declare their affiliation with any subjects of the election process. Deputy Mayors or heads of district administration represent almost all political forces, which enables mutual oversight and prevents any violations. 

Also, the CVU does not expect gross violations during voting and vote tabulation procedures in Kyiv, and the maximum number of foreign observers and journalists will work in Kyiv. They will prevent utilization of “black” technologies. 

Effect of the parliamentary election upon political situation in Kyiv council 

CVU expects that no early election of Kyiv council deputies or Kyiv mayor will be held in Kyiv in 2007-2008. Opposition in Kyiv council has failed to consolidate a task force for organization of referendum on non-confidence in Kyiv mayor. Deputies of Kyiv council, elected upon lists of the Yulia Tymoshenko’s Bloc, who have quitted the faction, are still working and adopting resolutions, Norms of the “imperative mandate” were not enforced in Kyiv or other local councils of Ukraine. Respectively. The only way for opposition is to vote for the resolution on pre-term termination of authorities of Kyiv city mayor in the newly elected Verkhovna Rada. However, political readers differ in their opinions on the issue, so the new parliament will hardly pass any radical decision on the issue. 
