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The Committee of Voters of Ukraine is the all-Ukrainian NGO that has been performing comprehensive monitoring of campaigns in Ukraine in terms of observance of the national legislation and international standards of fair and democratic election by all stakeholders since 1994. From the moment when the snap parliamentary election campaign started, the CVU monitored the election process in all regions of Ukraine.

The present monitoring is focused on the September 19-27th election campaign, particularly on polling stations commissions’ activities, voter lists, and propaganda campaign.

On the E-Day CVU will conduct independent monitoring at polling stations. 4.000 CVU observers will work in all regions of Ukraine, gather operational information on course of voting and possible violations.

Observations of the CVU based on the campaign monitoring:

1. CVU estimates the election campaign as free, competitive and transparent. The only essential violation, which overshadowed the democracy of the process, was permanent and demonstrative agitation led by officials of all levels for different political parties. However, according to CVU evaluation, such facts had not significant influence on the election campaign results. 

2. At the same time, CVU points out rather low quality of the election process organization. First of all, it applies to voter’s lists formation and polling stations commissions’ activities organization. The reasons are lack of time, insufficiency of legislation, and also lack of authorities and parties and blocks’ political will.   

3. Some of election legislation amendments, introduced prior early elections, became a step backward concerning election process correspondence with democratic standards. Some amendments violated citizens’ rights, others – introduced obstacles into election process organization. 

4. Quality of voter’s lists, prepared by working teams for 2007 elections is worse then during the previous election campaign. According to CVU estimations, about 1,5 million voters will be deprived of their right to vote on the E-Day, due to different problems with voter’s lists.  This number doesn’t include voters who will not exercise their right because they live permanently not according to their place of registration. 

5. CVU evaluates the Central election commission work on organizing early elections as unsatisfactory. CEC often took politically motivated decisions, which contradicted existing legislation, and later were repealed in court. CEC also did not provide proper consultative and methodical support to authorities, election commissions, didn’t make proper clarifications for voters. CVU considers that after elections the previous method of CEC formation with regard to expert community should be restored. 

6. CVU regards ballots stuffing attempts at polling stations, bribery of voters, work sabotage by PSC members, mistakes in voter’s lists, procedure of voting at home as main threats during the voting. 

7. CVU regards delaying tabulation process at polling stations, attempts to falsify the protocols, sabotage of signing the protocols by some PSC members, protocols specification as main threats during the vote tabulation.

8. Permanent politicians’ statement on possible falsifications as a rule are unsubstantiated and don’t contribute to normal conditions for conducting elections. According to CVU estimations, falsifications will be not mass and systematic. Such falsifications will be possible only on those polling stations, on which not all parties will have real representation in commissions and their observers.

9. CVU expresses concern over constant change of regulations for voting at home. CVU calls upon election commissions in to make their choice in favor of a voter, in case they will have doubts about applications and other documents’ for voting at home accuracy. However, in case there will be queerly height percentage of voting at home, CVU urges to ask for additional checks.

10. CVU that whatever the election result will be, it will be disputed in court, and the official results will be delayed. That is why CVU calls upon removing all the grounds for possible appeals of election results just now.  In particular, the president has to withdraw his claim to Constitutional Court, asking to invalidate the provision on using the border services data for amending the voter’s lists. As soon as the Court did not examine this question before elections, if they will issue a decision after elections, this decision may give grounds for appeals to court on invalidating the elections and intensify the political crises. 

Polling stations commissions (PSCs) activities
After a little delay most of election commissions started their work with common procedures but even regardless forthcoming elections there is still a problem that PSCs’ members rotate constantly.

Some problems with material and technical security of PSCs are solved. Nevertheless many polling stations haven’t got the telephones installed yet, about 5% don’t have ballot-boxes and polling-booths. Many PSCs don’t have motor transport – responsible authorities didn’t provide it. Polling stations located in villages are provided with transport only for the purpose to deliver bulletins.

Donetsk oblast.

TED№ 55. PSC №48. Until 26.09 there worked 9 of 20 members in PSC, so there was no quorum. The meeting on final examination of complaint about inaccuracies in voter’s lists was held 26.09 since 23.00 until 03.45 26.09, under the strong pressure of CVU representatives, as nobody intended holding the meeting at all. The issue about the head remains open. The secretary said she urgently goes to hospital. There was a case when during 5 days many PSC members put in applications about leaving the service when they got to know that the OUPS (Our Ukraine-People’s Self-defense Block) applied Lebedeva L.V. to the position of the head of commission. When CVU LTO came to the PSC № 48 in order to check himself in the voter’s lists, there was a single person who named himself as a head of PSC and had access to stamp, documents and voter’s lists. Nevertheless this person was not a member of this commission. 

Kherson oblast.

TED № 187 District election commission made a decision on negligence of city heads of Skadovsk (21 September) and Cturupynsk (24 September) who didn’t provide necessary material and technical support to polling station commissions work. The city heads were obliged to report on material and technical maintenance. As of 26 September the city heads still ignore the decision of DEC.

Cherkasy oblast.

It was discovered that commission members of PSC №9 TED 199 completely and systematically are absent. There
are also complaints that about thirty commissions in Cherkasy, Cherkasy region and Korsun-Shevchenkovsky region work irregularly. 

Chernivtsi oblast.

PSC №154 TED №208 can’t start its work as commission members are also the members of religious sect – they have no desire to work in commission, but they also don’t want to leave the service.

Voter’s lists

The voter’s lists, which were drew up by working teams on voters registration for elections in 2007, were of a very low quality, and if we compare them with lists we had in 2006 the quality is worse. During a short period of work with lists in DEC and polling stations a great number of inaccuracies were discovered. Some of them were corrected during the process of checking lists, but many inaccuracies will be still present in the lists at the polling day.

The CVU estimates that about 1,5 million citizens (about 4%) will probably have no opportunity to vote because of shortcomings of forming the voter’s lists. Some of these voters (up to 300 thousand) were excluded from voter’s lists according to data of border services (despite the fact that at polling day these voters will bein Ukraine). Other voters will be disfranchised in fact because they will not be included in lists illegitimately (as result of different inaccuracies) or they will not be included in lists legitimately as a voter doesn’t have necessary registration. Also many voters will not have an opportunity to vote as they actually reside a different place than they are registered.

The CVU also estimates that there are about 1 million (about 3%) of double nominations and died persons in voter’s lists. A large number of double inclusions in voter’s lists contributes to falsification in process of voting. The CVU hopes that presence of different parties/blocs representatives as commission members as well as observers’ work will ensure mutual control and will make falsifications based on inaccuracies in voter’s lists impossible.

As soon as working teams established at city executive committees and rayon state administrations which are responsible for voter’s lists, the quality of voter’s lists is different in different cities and regions. 

The CVU revealed two system shortcomings present in voter’s lists throughout the territory of Ukraine.

First, some of working teams had out-of-date lists of 2006 as a model. In some cases commissions had even more out-of-date lists of 2004. In support of this statement we can report the following inaccuracies discovered in some voter’s lists:

· in parts of the lists changes made in 2006 in the process of checking the lists on the polling stations, are missing; 

· information about voters, who changed their residence since previous elections is missing;  

· information about voters, who reached 18 since previous elections is missing;  

· numerous inaccuracies in election lists concerning putting on the lists students who reside in  hospices (concerned with previous two categories);

· presence of recently died people in voter’s lists; 

· incorrect inclusion of voters who recently changed their last names in voter’s lists.

As a result we can observe the same problems in lists, which were present in voter’s lists in 2006 and which are the same from year to year for several previous elections, for example, inclusion ofpeople, who died several years ago, double inclusions and so on.

Secondly, many problems of forming voter’s lists were caused by an insufficiently considered attempt to computerize the process of checking the voter’s list, as a kind of forming electronic voter’s register. 

Using untested software, and low qualification of technical workers (who didn’t get necessary knowledge because of lack of time) together resulted in system errors in lists in some okrugs. The program which structured information received from the different sources about voters rather often indentified the data of the same voter as data of different persons. While forming voter’s lists in 2005-2006 such inaccuracies were corrected by oblast working teams who worked with lists as well as by the CEC, when only the CEC crossed about 1 million double inclusions out of the voter’s list.

As procedures of forming lists were changed according to changes in Election law, during the 2007 elections election commissions received lists directly from city/region working teams. As a result these lists were not worked up correspondingly concerning double inclusions. A large number of double inclusions are reported in all regions, but a slightly more information of this kind comes from Eastern regions of Ukraine.

Generally, according to the CVU estimations, inaccuracies in voter’s lists are resulted by technical errors in the process of forming the lists, but in some cases there are reasons to conclude that inaccuracies in lists were made intentionally with the aim to falsify election results later on.

Donetsk oblast
TED 44. OUPSD HQ staff discovered about 7500 thousands multiple inclusions in lists (5%).
Mariupol town. About 22,5 thousands double inclusions were discovered (7%). The main reason why the real number of real city inhabitants and persons included into the lists are not congruous, is the fact that at the borber of Zhovtnevy and Ordzhonikidze borough the whole houses were enlisted twice. According to the Security service of Ukraine press service head Maryna Ostapenko, during voter’s lists check among Zhovtnevy and Ordzhonikidze boroughs’ residents it was discovered that there are 10.149 citizens with the same passport data and dead persons. 
Ivano-Frankivsk oblast

DEC №83 (town Verhovynna) while checking voter’s lists about 5% of “dead souls” were disclosed

Odesa oblast

TED №132. Several polling stations of Prymorsky region of Odesa have up to 50% of double inclusions. Voters from polling station №35 TED №132 came to the legal office of the CVU with complaint that 50% of voters are included twice.

Rivne oblast

The representative of the OUPS bloc appealed to DEC 154 with complaint to exclude double inclusions of the voter’s lists, which is 1500 persons in the district (about 1%). 

The city of Sevastopol.

According to information of the OUPS representative there are 5 thousand of Sevastopol residents (2-3%) who are written in lists twice. The same person is written at the same list in Russian and in Ukrainian. There are also persons who included in voter’s lists belonging to different PSC (the same person with different addresses). 

Kharkiv oblast

In Kharkiv oblast 94 thousand double inclusions were disclosed, in Kharkiv - 44 thousand (about 4%)

Kherson oblast

TED № 187 According to information of district election commission about 3 thousand double inclusions (about 2 %) were revealed.

Cherkasy oblast

In village Stepanci of Kaniv region 883 cases of double inclusions were discovered in lists. 

Chernivci oblast

TED № 207 - 5245 double inclusion in voter’s list are registered (about 3.5%);

In TED №209 (according to the OUPS) 3000 voters were included in lists twice (about 2%).

The process of checking lists based on voters’ complaints was held in very short terms, 1-2 % of voters checked themselves in voter’s lists. Unfortunately we can establish a fact that the CEC didn’t provide any activity to clarify the procedure of checking lists to Ukrainian voters. Instructions of the CEC regarding this procedure were sent to polling stations too late and were rather confusing. 

There are other examples of inaccuracies in voter’s lists:

Vinnycya oblast

TED №9. Polling station № 102. Invitations to take part in elections were sent to children three-five years old.

Polling station № 137. September 26 it was discovered that residents of 3 dormitories (about 550 potential voters) are not included in voter’s lists

Donetsk oblast

At day of September 26 in Donetsk oblat the workers of YTB (the Yulia Tymoshenko bloc) revealed 35 491 facts of falsifications in voter’s lists. These are dead citizens in lists - 1 436 persons, and double inclusions - 28 228 persons (only in city of Mariupol their quantity is 22,5 thousand persons). 1 268 addresses are sham, , 1 536 persons were ‘registered’ in houses which never existed or were destroyed long ago. 798 voters reside different addresses than written in lists, 956 voters leaved their permanent residence for different reasons. At the same time  1 269 voters are not included in lists at all. 

TED 43.  25.09.07 representatives of city civilian registry office gave to district commission a list of 20 thousand died persons (list was formed according to information of PSC), who are still present in voter’s lists. The DEC hold the meeting and decided to bring in a verdict of unsatisfactory work on checking the voter’s lists, specifically the work of the head of information science department in city executive committee, who is a city council deputy from the Regions Party.

TED 42, PSC № 11. Dormitory of medical school – 72 persons who graduated and leaved dormitory are still present in lists.

Kyiv oblast

TED 91. In Vyshneve town I polling station №72 11 streets were missed in lists as well as the dormitory of the milk factory, more than 600 voters in total.

Lviv oblast

In town Sokali (TED № 118) there were out-of-date voter’s lists sent to the polling station. The lists are missing some of those who vote for the first time. There are also died persons in lists. In dormitories of LNUnamed after Franko (TED № 112) there are students of 5 year, who leaved a dormitory, included. Students who came from different oblast included in lists twice – at home and in a dormitory.

Odesa oblast

Suvorivsky  region of Odesa TED 132 many young people 18 - 20 yaers old are non included in lists.

TED 132. PSC № 44 – in private houses sector there are 5 houses missing in lists.

TED 132 - PSC № 151 which has 5 dormitories of ONU named after Mechnikov – about 1/3 of students who reside in dormitories are not included in lists.

Kherson oblast

TED № 187 Novoukrainka village of Skadovsk region. There are 400 voters in the village, 170 are not included in lists, but there are persons in lists who died long ago.

TED № 187 Polling station commissions № 121 та 122 observed that 900 voters of one village (Velyki Kopani) were written as village Dobrosillya residents by mistake. The reason is technical mistake when lists were typed. The problem is solved.

Khmelnytsk oblast

Task groups on voters registration took as sample the lists which were made in 2004 before the first round of presidential elections. As a result in the list some streets and houses were missed, which is aboutо 400 persons (vul. Starokonstantynivske shosse 9 in Shepetivka town). 

Cherkasy oblast

In lists of polling station №14 TED №199 (Cherkasy) in one dormitory were included 500 students who graduated. At the same time 250 students who came this year were not included.

Multi-appartment nine-storied  buildings №№ 71-79 at Gagarina street in Cherkasy city were not included to the lists, which was revealed due to the hotline of the CVU and voters’ attentiveness.

Chernivci oblast

TED №207 (Shevchenkivsky region of Chernivchi) the residents of four buildings, which were destroyed, and who moved to other places, were present in voter’s lists. 
Subornation of voters.

The most mass technology, which however can’t be named subornation so far, was delivery of envelopes with written phase “You worn” on it in all regions. The letter said the “A patriot of Ukraine’ who wrote a letter paid for the receipt of bookmaker office “Shans”. He staked on the result of parliamentary elections 2007: if “KUChMA” election bloc win more than 5% of votes, a holder of receipt  will get an award of 1000 hryvna. The bookmaker office “Shans” acknowledged that someone really staked on victory of bloc “KUChMA” several times.

At the same time there is information fronm the different regions of Ukraine that voters are offere money for copies of their passports. The initiators of such subornation are said to be Litvin bloc, BUT, SPU, Regions Party, All-Ukrainian Unity “Svoboda”. The CVU appeals to law machinery to investigate these facts carefully.

Criminal intervention in election process.

Odesa oblast

20.09.2007 While holding a mass-meeting of the PSPU at Pryvokzalna square in Odesa the activist of the PSPU Viktor Maryshev was hit. Other activists of the PSPU stopped that malefactor and sent him to militia. The victim is still unaware of reasons he was hit as well as of who is that person who hit him and which punishment he deserves.

Kherson oblast

TED № 188. In Novotroitsk (Kherson oblast) an adherent of Regions Party attack the propagandists of «Our Ukraine- Peoples’ Self-defense” bloc and set fire to agitational tent

Chernivchi oblast
At night September 25 in Chereshenka village of Vyzhnytsky region unknown persons came to house of activist of the Regions Party Dumenko O. and broke agitational tent of the Regions Party. September 24 in urban village Beregomet of Vyzhnytsky region unknown persons violently beat the activist of the Regions Party Yuri Mendyshora. 

Use of administrative resource.

As date of election is coming closer the CVU registers more and more facts of use of administrative resource, however it doesn’t influence much to the pre-election process.

Donetsk oblast

District№44, Yenakieve. 25.09.07 at 19.00 The Regions Party hold a big meeting with a concert, representatives of labour collectives, hospitals, schools were obliged to come to this meeting (by signing papers). People were put together, checked namely and guided together to the meeting. 

District №42, Artemivsk. The press-service of Yulia Tymoshenko bloc in Donetsk oblast gave the information about the way “how meeting with the candidate from Regions Party 21 September 2007” was organized. The press-service revealed a telegram, which was sent to directors of 12 mines, this telegram was signed by the social matters and public relations deputy of enterprise “Artemvugillya”. There was an order in the document for directors to come personally and make his workers come to the meeting with the candidate from the Regions Party. According to information of the BYT the telegram said exactly how many people must come to the meeting from the each mine. 

District №44. 18.09 the meeting of education workers and the candidate from the Regions Party Lytvynov L.F. was held. The city education department sent telephone message in schools with order to make a specific quantity of teachers to come to the meeting.

District № 43, Gorlivka. The city head I. Saharchuk and the people’s deputy M.Yankovsky  in mine named after Rumyancev 18.09.07 at 15-00 during the meeting with workers appealed miners to vote for the Rergions Party. The meeting was broadcasted at local television channel “Center”.

Ivano-Frankivsk oblast

September 25 the workers of Military forestry (Ivano-Frankivsk) were obliged to go to the meeting with the OU-PS representatives.

Khmelnytsk oblast.

Friday 21.09.2007 the famous correspondent of oblast newspaper in Shepetivka town informed the head of town department of the CVU Poloduk Myhaylo, that a district militia officer came to him and asked if HE is going to go abroad during elections. He laugh at this, as he doesn’t even have a passport for travelling abroad. Sunday 23.09. militia officer came also to M. Poloduk apartment and asked him if he ever has been abroad and if he is going to go there again (The last time he was abroad was 2005). The militia officer visited exactly M.Poloduk as after their conversation he went out. 

Odesa oblast.

22.09.2007 during the visit of the President of Ukraine Viktor Yushchenko to Odesa (for occasion of opening Odesa academic  opera and ballet theater) 100 pupils from each school were gathered and were given orange flags. The minors were obliged to stay on each side of a street and great the head of the state. According to information of several sources the organizer of this action was a city education administration (Tetyana Savelyeva) according to instructions of deputy city head and the head of city election headquarters of OU-PS bloc Myhaylo Kuchuk. 

The head of Lyubashivka region state administration Anatoliy Ostrovsky (the head of local SPU department) puts pressure upon a chief architect of Lyubashivsk region Borodetsky O.O. demanding him and his subordinates to support the SPU during election. The pressure appears as constant criticism during official meetings as if neglecting official duties. 

In urban village Velykomyhaylivsk the head of  district council Myhaylo Vishnyakov, who represent interests of Litvin Bloc, gave instructions to take away a big board advertised the initiatives of the President of Ukraine. Myhaylo Vishnyakov also makes the heads of village councils who are under his control to distribute agitation products of Litvin Bloc. 

The deputy head of Velykomyhaylivsk  region council Raisa Kovalenko was informally appointed by Myhaylo Vishnyakov responsible for agitation and propaganda Litvin Bloc in region. During pre-election campaign Kovalenko R.S. used service of a driver of the region council, who transported agitation products on official car. At the same time the wife of Myhaylo Vishnyakov – Olena Skotsyk who is director of secondary school № 2 use her official standing and forces pupils of the school to hang out strings of the Regions Party.

The master of 106 group Antonyuk G.A. and the director of technical college №22 (Illichivsk) Zhuka invited pupils to take part in Regions Party meeting in Ovodiopol and get paid 20 hryvna for this.

September 21 during the meeting of Izmail city council the city mayor Georgiy Dubenko was presented with Party-membership card of the Regions Party (the official always was in sympathize with ‘Our Ukraine’, his deputy Oleg Dimov is a head of headquarters of bloc in the town). After that the mayor started agitation for Regions Party. He didn’t go on leave doing this. 

The city of Sevastopol

Arranging the agitation posters of “URA” Bloc in city en-route transport – the head of Sevastopol city state administration is second in list of this Bloc.

Cherkasy oblast.

The head of DEC №199 (Cherkasy) Natalya Mykolaivna Roganova (Regions Party) used assembly hall of Sosnivka council in city of Cherkasy on September 24 without permission, she sealed the door. September 26 she opened the hall to held the seminar for observers of the Regions Party. Thus the principle of equality is violated and the head of DEC showed to be prejudiced. Especially the hall was used without permission of region council officials.
Violations during agitation
CVU kept on registering facts of illegal agitation and use of “black PR”. Cases of agitation accompanied with calls to inflame international and religious strife became more frequent.

Odesa oblast
The following newspapers with very negative materials about national-patriotic groups and representatives of so called “orange camp” are distributed throughout the region: “Our cause” (Communist party activists), “Stand ap and go” (special edition of “region’s” “party”) and also “Regional bulletin” (Odesa city “regions’” “party”). Political opponents are compared with an enemy, which should be scared away from power. 
September 13th in the night time leaflets with a “Party of regions” logo were disseminated in Ismail town. The leaflets were addressed to Odesa oblast citizens and named “Dear fellow countryman” and “Nazis strolled”.
Communist party activists distribute in the region “Instructions” urging citizens not to vote for Progressive socialist party of Ukraine and Communist party of Ukraine(renewed), saying that these parties are “clones”.
September 12th a leaflet “Dear fellow countryman” with “Party of regions” logo was spread through letter-boxes of Ismail town. The leaflets describe negatively national-patriotic groups’ activities (national-patriotic structures are compared with the enemy during the Great patriotic war (Second World War).
