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CVU points out first drawbacks in the course of early parliamentary election 

The Committee of Voters of Ukraine is the all-Ukrainian NGO that has been performing comprehensive monitoring of campaigns in Ukraine in terms of observance of the national legislation and international standards of fair and democratic election by all stakeholders since 1994. From the moment when the snap parliamentary election campaign started, the CVU monitored the election process in all regions of Ukraine. 

During the election campaign, CVU conducted 300 training sessions for 33,00 poling station commissioners. Also, CVU held the educational campaign for voters; they organized 400 field meetings and distributed over 600,000 copies of printed materials within the campaign’s framework. 

4,000 observers of the CVU are working throughout Ukraine on the polling day.

Preliminary observations of the CVU based on election monitoring are as follows: 

1. Voting procedure is free and transparent; observers are granted unrestricted access to the majority of polling stations; no gross violations were registered in the morning of September 30. 

2. Major drawbacks are poor qualification of polling station commissioners and the great number of mistakes in voter’s lists. Commissioners have poor awareness of the procedure of making amendments to voter’s lists, mechanisms of getting ballot papers, home voting and of voter’s rights.

3. CVU estimates quality of voter’s lists in the early election as critical one. In many cases polling station commissions failed to make relevant amendments to lists even if voters clarified their personal data in due time and filed relevant claims with PSCs. Such prominent figures, as Donetsk city major Lukjanchenko, journalist D.Yanevskyi and Odesa politician S.Hrynevetskyi could not cast their votes because of erroneous lists.

4. CVU evaluates the quality of the data issued to polling station commissions by the State Border Service of Ukraine as unsatisfactory. As a result, 570,000 citizens of Ukraine have been crossed out of lists; at that, many of them came back to Ukraine in a month prior to the polling day. So, rights of several hundred thousand citizens have been infringed.

5. In some constituencies PSCs direct voters, who have not been put on lists, to courts and after that compile additional lists. CVU points out that such procedure is illegal and may result in cancellation of election results in given constituencies. Therefore, it will be impossible to get true picture for all Ukraine.

6. CVU expects voter turnout in the early parliamentary election be 65-70% due to good weather. CVU believes that many voters will cast their votes in evening, when they come back to city from countryside. 

7. CVU’ observers register attempts to falsify elections by means of bribing voters. They also registered cases when voters tried to take ballot papers from polling stations, took pictures of ballot papers using cell phones etc. in various oblasts. As of 2.00 p.m., such cases were occasional. 
8. In some cases CVU registers organizational shortfalls like unusual number of applications for home voting, attempts to organize repeated home voting, non-admission of some commissioners and observers to oversight of home voting etc. 
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