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The CVU is concerned about delay with the process of counting votes in eastern and southern oblasts
The Committee of Voters of Ukraine is the all-Ukrainian NGO that has been performing comprehensive monitoring of campaigns in Ukraine in terms of observance of the national legislation and international standards of fair and democratic election by all stakeholders since 1994. From the moment when the snap parliamentary election campaign started, the CVU monitored the election process in all regions of Ukraine. On the polling day, 4.000 CVU observers worked in all regions of Ukraine.

According to the observation results the CVU states the follows:

1. The Committee of Voters of Ukraine estimates the voting procedure at the Election Day September 30 at early parliamentary elections as free andtransparent. The CVU registered no significant or system violations and no facts of pressure on voters.

2. At the same time the CVU informs about important organizational problems of early election which resulted in the situation when several hundred thousand people were deprived of their rights to vote. The greatest problem was unprecedented low quality of voter’s lists. Therefore the CVU states that elections were not general. However the mentioned problems deprived of their rights voters in all oblasts of Ukraine, these voters were supporters of different political forces so no political party got illegal benefits because of this situation.

3. At the time of this report publication CVU is not ready to give an estimation of the vote tabulation process, as it is still in the process – many protocols are still being checked. The CVU can state that vote tabulation in most polling stations was held under control of party and independent observers. However there are many cases when protocols were improperly arranged because of low election commission members’ qualification, and so district election commissions had to send PSC members back to “check” the protocols. The quantity op polling stations where protocols are checked is from 20 to 50 percent depending on an election district. The process of checking in many cases is held without proper control, and so the CVU observers register some cases of manipulations.

4. The CVU expresses concern about the delay voting results summing-up, especially in eastern and southern oblasts of Ukraine. Usually the main delays appear in district election commissions, there are long lines of PSC members, who arrived with protocols and ballot-papers. 

5. As long as predicted results of extraordinary election leaders are rather close, the CVU doesn’t exclude some attempts to correct these results using possible manipulations at some polling stations or districts or cancelling election results at some polling stations. The major concern is about refusal of seven district election commissions in Donetsk oblast to provide the CEC with final information on total attendance of voters. 

6. The CVU expects that political forces who are not overpass 3% barrier will appeal against general election result. These appeals may be based on problems with voter’s lists, including voters in additional lists on the Election Day, attempts to suborn voters. However the CVU considers that at the morning October 1st there are no considerable reasons to cancel election results. 

7. The CVU appeals to election commission to finish receiving protocols as soon as possible and to political forces to recognize election results in case there were no real facts of falsification and to start political consultations on forming the coalition.
Examples of violations during vote tabulation
Vinnytsa oblast

TED 9, PSC 9. PSC members leaved the polling station before ballot-papers and election documents were delivered to the DEC, saying that they have to deliver the copies of protocols to party headquarters first and correspondingly to get money.

TED, PSC 123. The Communist party of Ukraine (CPU) representatives in the PSC threatened with disruption of PSC work if they don’t receive money in advance. After official observers interfered and reminded of responsibility for impeding election commission work, the process of vote tabulation started.

Donetsk oblast

TED №55, PSC №48. A the polling station with the greatest number of voters in the city wasn’t able to finish counting votes for a long time, as the secretary didn’t know how to work out a protocol.  

TED № 43, PSC№51 – during the evening meeting the head of PSC from Block of Yulia Tymoshenko (BYuT) impeded election commission work which resulted in continuous conflict between election commission members and observers from BYuT and Our Ukraine –People’s Self-defence (OUPS). The election commission members and observers decided to write a complaint on the head’s actions. After signing the protocols the head of commission leaved with the PSC stamp.

TED № 41, members of the PSC № 136 delivered unpacked ballot-papers to the DEC. The DEC sent the PSC members back to their polling station to bring order to all the documents.

TED № 39, PSC № 58. When counting the votes at the polling station the commission members counted the ballot-papers of parties who got few votes, thear  amount was subtracted of the general amount of voters, who voted at polling station, other votes where writen as votes for the Regions Party without counting the ballot-papers. 

TED № 47, PSC № 29,30,79,80. The PSC members didn’t provide observers with copies of protocols after vote tabulation was finished, they said that observers will get the copies only when the DEC accepts the PSC protocols. When the CVU observer said that he would inform mass media on this fact, he was provided with a copy of protocol at one polling station after all. 

Lviv oblast

TED 113 (Lviv) polling station 157 – there were three registered cases when 2 ballot-papers, which  laid together and obviously  had been stuffed together, were taken out of  ballot-box.The commission members didn’t react the observers’ comments, declared ballot-papers valid and counted them.

Odesa oblast

TED 141, PSC 64 – the commission head wrote an act that it’s impossible to establish election results. The reason was coupons were not taken to account and they had lack of  sealing material. The DEC recommended the PSC to wait until they accept document form othe PSC and then they will consider the matter of PSC 64.

Rivne oblast

TED № 152, polling station № 100, Mlyniv – when one of ballot-boxes was opened it appeared that control papers were on the top of ballot-papers.

Sevastopol city

TED 225. The following protocols were put aside with the purpose to count votes later: PSC № 178 (BYT protocol and PSC protocols were different, both of protocols were signed and stamped), № 79, 80 (the paccages were broken, according to PSC members’ words it happened when they went through the crowd). The CVU observer states thet the representatives of these commissions packed ballot-papers and stamped the packages in front of the door of  DEC 225. The DEC 225 member Mamotenko from RP helped them with this. The DEC ordered to recount the votes the votes on the request of the CVU observer. 
Kherson oblast

TED № 184, polling station 133. The commission head refused to give copies of protocols on counting votes, as she thought that commission didn’t have copies and originals of protocols ‘are to be delivered to DEC’ so she wasn’t going to give them to observers

TED № 184, polling station № 113 It appeared that 103 ballot-papers from ballot-box were not signed by PSC members (about 10%), so they are invalid. Among them there are 20 ballot-paper of those who voted at home, the others are ballot-papers given at polling station. The commision members explained that “they didn’t know how to fill the ballot-papers”

TED № 184, polling station № 17 The head of PSC refused to provide all observers with copies of protocols until the protocol on counting votes is delivered to DEC. Such situation was registered in other polling stations as well. 

Chernivtsi oblast

TED №207 –As of 8.30 October 1st only 36 protocols were delivered from 114 polling stations, 16 of them were sent back as they were drew incorrectly (they missed signatures of all PSC members, had different data, were filled incorrectly).

TED №210 As of 8.30 only 38 protocols were delivered from 154 polling stations, 9 weresent back (there were different data). 

TED №208, members of  PSC №53 came with the procotol to the DEC but then they noticed a long line and went somewhere. They are wanted by militia.
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