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Election observation report on preliminary elections of Kyiv City Mayor and Kyiv City Council

26 March – 16 April

The Committee of Voters of Ukraine (CVU) is the only all-Ukrainian NGO that has been performing comprehensive monitoring of all kinds of elections in Ukraine in terms of observance of the national legislation and international standards of fair and democratic election by all stakeholders since 1994. From the official start of Kyiv mayor and Kyiv city council election campaign, the CVU began comprehensive monitoring of the election process. The present paper covers the course of election campaign for the period 26 March – 16 April, particularly candidates’ registration, polling stations’ establishment and agitation campaign. 
1. General atmosphere around election process
· As a whole, by April 19th, the preliminary Kyiv mayor and Kyiv city council deputies’ elections are free and transparent, however, unfair as regarding voters. Above all it concerns political corruption during candidates’ nomination on party lists and media coverage of the campaign;

· CVU states that idea of “two-round” voting at mayoral elections became subject of political speculations and some politicians regard it as a tool of election technologies. CVU has been always standing up for two rounds vote at mayoral elections and calls upon MPs to introduce corresponding amendment into legislation, guided not only by Kyiv elections conjecture.  
· Incapability of political actors, opposed to acting city mayor, to nominate single candidate for the post of Kyiv mayor became one more example of political irresponsibility and failure to keep promises to voters. 
2. Registration of candidates
· candidates’ registration is held in legally provided time, and Kyiv city territorial election commission follows the procedures, though large number of persons who wish to take part in elections  complicates the process (130 nominees);

· CVU considers large number of contenders for the post of mayor to be artificially inspired by some candidates’ headquarters. Such a technology aims at introducing chaos into election process organization, creating opportunities for election breakdown. In particular, each of registered candidates should be provided with free airtime and place in newspapers in communal mass media outlets, information posters printed on budget costs, in such a way election expenditures increase significantly. Besides, there will be problems with ballot-paper production, as technology does not let to make it longer then one meter;
· CVU once again points out non-transparent formation of candidates’ lists to Kyiv city council. The lists were approved without discussion on conferences and consideration of primary organizations’ opinion. Public and even parties’ members still do not have full information on persons on the lists. CVU call s upon all political groups to publish their lists of candidates and their biographies;
· CVU considers participation of persons who are not members of city territorial community in elections to Kyiv city authorities to be incorrect.  Although the law on local elections does not have direct prohibition of registering such persons, it contradicts the spirit of the law, as soon as people who do not even have right to vote on these elections become candidates.  
· CVU believes that candidates who are ministers of the Cabinet of ministers of Ukraine or MPs will not be able to work adequately in local authorities if elected. Therefore, CVU urges them to state publicly now where they are going to work after the elections, not to mislead voters. 
3. Polling stations establishment
· CVU informs about number of inaccuracies during establishment of polling stations’ borders. First of all, some buildings are included to none of the polling stations. On the other hand, some buildings are included to several polling stations at the same time;
· According to CVU estimations, inaccuracies during establishment of polling stations’ borders may disfranchise several thousands of voters;

· Main responsibility for inaccuracies during establishment of polling stations’ borders lies upon rayon state administrations in Kyiv city, which provided territorial election commission with incorrect information. Such local administrations’ activities may be interpreted as intolerable negligence or open sabotage of preparations for elections. CVU urges city territorial election commission to define polling stations’ borders more accurately and introduce corresponding corrections;
· With regard to situation with polling stations establishment, CVU predicts even greater problems with voters’ list formation, and calls corresponding agencies to be responsible about the process now. 
4. Agitation and use of administrative resource
· CVU considers violations during agitation in local and national mass media, first of all electronic ones, to be main problem at the first stage of campaign. Paid topics on the news, spreading doubtful image information or concealing information important for public, became wide-spread;

· Campaign coverage in Kyiv communal mass media (television and radio broadcasting company Kyiv, newspapers “Khreschatyk” and “Vechirny Kyiv”) raises particular criticism for showing exceptional preference for acting mayor Leonid Chernovetsky, concealing information about other candidates’ activities and using undisguised manipulations.  
· CVU assesses budget payments to different categories of citizens made by Kyiv city state administration as concealed form of bribery of voters. CVU does not object to social programs realization by Kyiv authorities. However, CVU believes that it is incorrect to activate such programs during the election campaign. CVU calls upon Kyiv city state administration to set a moratorium for such payments until the end of election process. 
· CVU urges local and central executive bodies’ officials who participate in the election campaign to go on leave until the end of election process. 
