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Election observation report on preliminary elections of Kyiv City Mayor and Kyiv City Council, 15 April – 15 May 2008 
The Committee of Voters of Ukraine (CVU) is the only all-Ukrainian NGO that has been performing comprehensive monitoring of all kinds of elections in Ukraine in terms of observance of the national legislation and international standards of fair and democratic election by all stakeholders since 1994. From the official start of Kyiv mayor and Kyiv city council election campaign, the CVU began comprehensive monitoring of the election process. The present paper covers the course of election campaign for the period 15 April – 15 May, particularly polling stations commissions’ formation, and propaganda campaign.

Based on the monitoring results, the CVU states as following:
1. The work of the polling station commissions is still the main problem, despite there is one and a half week left before the elections in Kyiv. Practically all polling station commissions of Kyiv have broken the terms provided by the local elections legislation. Most of the polling station commissions started their functioning with a week or even two weeks delay. Even on the 15th of May the work of the commissions is not regular because of the quorum absence at meeting, the permanent rotations of the commissions members are continuing.
2. The main reason for terrific state of polling station commissions’ work is the irresponsible attitude of candidates, parties and blocks towards the delegation of their representatives to the commissions. Using their quotas and also the quotas of the so-called “technical candidates”, the elections headquaters failed to fill them with responsible and qualified personnel. Cases when when the commission members were approved without the personal agreement, even without notification are widespread. Often the same person was delegated by different political groups.

3. The boundary quantity of members in the polling station commissions is the main challenge for voting and puts generally the elections in danger. The tension of the political battle and significant expenses on campaign made by candidates, give CVU grounds to presume that elections break down scenarios exist. The easiest way to do it is to recall their representatives from commissions on the elections day. 
4. Yet again CVU makes stress on the low quality of voter’s lists, which were prepared by the rayonal city authorities. It fact, the lists are those of 2006, with minor amendments. Most amendments made during 2006-2007 elections are not included to these lists. Because of the shorter terms and low quality of the polling station commissions’ work the clarification of the lists in the polling station commissions practically doesn’t take place, and the voters didn’t have enough time to check the lists personally. According to the CVU forecasts the inaccuracies in the lists will reach 10 percent. Taking into account the high turnout almost the same quantity of voters won’t be able to realize their right to vote because of the problems with lists.
5. CVU points out the passivity of the Central Elections commission in providing consultancy-methodological help on local elections arrangement. The absence of the relevant interpretations contributed to general disorder in local elections organization.
6. CVU is concerned with the fact that most central and local authorities’ officers who participate in the elections, did not keep their promise to go on vacation. 
7. CVU receives information on proposals to the voters to sign so-called “social agreements” with the elections participants or to provide their passport data for material remuneration. CVU considers the “vote buying” as the considerable violation and urge the law-enforcement authorities to detect every such a case.
8. The propaganda with the use of the local and national mass media is still a big problem. The ordered information notifications, socially important news blackout, and sometimes even the direct censorship made Kiev citizens receive the spoiled image of election process and its participants.

9. Even without the additional analysis it is obvious that the main political groups have significantly exceeded their campaign expenses. Although these elections haven’t become the competition of ideas and strategies, but transformed into PR-technologies competition. As a positive fact, CVU considers the practical absence of the “black PR” during the reported period.
To avoid main problems and dangers at Kyiv elections, CVU recommends:

1. For candidates, parties and electoral blocks to abandon from scenarios of elections break down and elections falsification, and perform them in terms of transparency and fair competition.

2. For Ministry of Internal Affairs, the Security Service of Ukraine and General Prosecutor of Ukraine to provide the special supervision of the Kyiv elections situation, initiate an investigation under each fact of notification about the possible abusive practice.

3. For members of the election commissions not to perform the unlawful instructions of the elections headquarters, but organize the election process in a responsible manner. For passivity and abusive practice during the election process the administrative and criminal liability is established.
4. For Kiev citizens till 19th of May to attend the polling stations to check and clarify the lists of voters.

5. CVU asks voters not to accept the material reward from the candidates’ representatives and notify the law-enforcement authorities about such cases of “votes buying”. The voting process is secret and any kind of voting control is impossible and unlawful.
