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Committee of voters of Ukraine: evaluation of 
Kyiv City Mayor and Kyiv City Council election campaign

The Committee of Voters of Ukraine (CVU) is the only all-Ukrainian NGO that has been performing comprehensive monitoring of all kinds of elections in Ukraine in terms of observance of the national legislation and international standards of fair and democratic election by all stakeholders since 1994. From the official start of Kyiv mayor and Kyiv city council election campaign, the CVU began comprehensive monitoring of the election process.

General atmosphere of the campaign 
The CVU considers the Kyiv mayor and Kyiv city council election campaign to be transparent and competitive, although poorly organized and unfair to voters.

Parties were not ready to form election commissions; they breached organizational deadlines and individual procedures, exceeded limits of the election fund, bribed voters and cheated with public opinion through media. 

However, no candidate has gain wrongful preference using such tools; so, an election process should be completed in compliance with legal requirements; in the course of voting and vote tabulation, no provocations are admissible. 

Given severe political tension, widespread abuses and provocations, the CVU welcomes focus of law-enforcement bodies on the Kyiv campaign. However, efforts of the Interior Ministry, Security Service of Ukraine and the Prosecutor’s Office should not evolve in repressive measures against political opponents. 

Risk of disruptions in the voting process as well as alarm and complaints among voters, provocations in the course of voting, and challenging results of voting is still high. The CVU calls election HQs to refrain from destabilizing activities and hold the election in calm manner, with due regard for legislative norms. 

Work of election commissions and voter’s lists 
On the final stage of campaign, the majority of polling station commissions began to work; however, efficiency of many PSCs remains poor.

Dniprovskyi district: PSCs # 13, 72, 74 got voter’s lists and seals on May 19 only, but they have not mastered a quorum yet. 

Podislkyi district: PSC #  118 failed to convoke a meeting.

Holosiivskyi district: premise of PSC # 41 is still under repair, so the working conditions are unfavorable. PSC # 14 lacks the secretary and the head. PSC # 14 cannot start working in the absence of a quorum.

Svjatoshynskyi district: 5 PSCs do not work: PSC # 106 – the head is absent, PSC #  96 – the head ignores his duty, and 7 commissioners missed all meetings; PSC # 82 – the head ignores his duties, the deputy head is out of reach; PSC # 78 – the secretary is out of reach. 

Voter’s lists are still of poor quality. Many Kyiv residents failed to clarify and check their personal data; commissions, in their turn, did not arrange such verifications. CVU cannot assess inaccuracy of voter’s lists in full scope because many PSCs deny access to lists. 

Taking into account reports of commissioners and voters, the CVU expects 10 per cent of entries be erroneous. However, situation is much worse at some polling stations: PSC # 20 (Svjatoshynskyi district) – only 20 per cent of voter’s lists are correct. 

Other campaign developments 
In CVU experts opinion, a current snap election campaign is the most expensive in the history of Kyiv elections. Sometimes, politicians irrationally resorted to costly technologies giving no electoral benefits. Key campaigning tools were outdoor ads, agitation tents, paid-for media articles, direct calls, publication of false survey results, and paying money to voters. 

At the final stage of campaign, direct voter bribing become the widespread phenomenon. Election HQs of several political forces buy loyalty of the constituency. The CVU treats voter bribing as gross violation and calls law-enforcement bodies to investigate into all occurrences. At the same time, the CVU reminds voters that vote procedure is secret, so nobody will be able to control declaration of one’s will. 

The CVU registered “mild forms” of administrative pressure exercised by all political forces, whose representatives occupy positions with central and municipal authorities. Although no direct pressure upon voters was revealed, the majority of candidates abused their positions in the course of campaigning.    

Given the fact that chances for holding the snap parliamentary election in Ukraine are high, CVU calls all political forces to close all legislative gaps, which became apparent in Kyiv, without delay. In particular, they should lift limitation on using the electoral fund, change the principle of formation of polling station commission, speed up compilation of the Voter’s Register, make liability for voter bribing more severe. Another problem was negligence of the Central Election Commission, which actually failed to assist territorial election commission in Kyiv. 
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