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STATEMENT
On initiatives regarding raising the election barrier 
In view of deepening political crisis in Ukraine and increasing probability of early parliamentary elections more and more appeals for raising the barrier are made. The most ambitious initiatives propose to raise the barrier up to 10 per cent.  
Committee of voters of Ukraine emphasizes that realization of such initiatives is unacceptable for Ukraine and could become a step backwards on the way of democratic development. In case the barrier will be raised up to 10 per cent, from 10 to 15 million voters would not be represented in parliament, whereas international practice proves that political party enjoying support of at least 1 million voters should have an opportunity to enter a representative body.  
Under conditions of ‘closed’ lists of candidates a higher barrier will undermine deputies’ responsibility before voters even more, transform the parliament into a certain ‘closed club’ and conserve political elites, which have brought certain discredit upon themselves. 
CVU believes that the present 3 per cent barrier to parliament is an ultimate variant for present-day political situation in Ukraine, and needs no modifications. CVU recommends MPs to turn to other topical problems of election reform: introduction of ‘open’ lists of candidates, election procedures improvement and Election Code compilation. 
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