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Is Ukraine ready for early elections?
(press conference materials)

· According to CVU estimations, a political crisis in Ukraine has two real solutions: creation of Party of regions-Yulia Tymoshenko’s Block or early parliamentary elections. In the first variant, many voters will regard PR-BYuT block coalition as a revision of election results and perversion of 2007 will expression. Yulia Tymoshenko’s Block will inevitably suffer staff and electorate losses in Western and Central regions.  Therefore, CVU predicts height probability of early parliamentary elections and considers such elections as the most honest and fair solution of the present-day situation. 
· CVU believes that it is possible to solve all contradictions within the limits of acting Constitution with the help of valid legal mechanisms. CVU calls upon political actors to abstain from use of power methods, engagement of law-enforcement agencies in political struggle, abstain from provocations, personal insults, and attempts to usurp the power, organization of impeachment procedure or introduction of direct presidential rule. 
· In case the decision to hold early elections will be made, it shall be necessary to solve several serious organizational problems through election legislation amendment, formation of height-quality voters’ lists, and change of Central election commission composition. 
· CVU emphasizes, that it is practically impossible to hold simultaneous parliamentary and presidential elections because of corresponding laws’ inconsistency. Such issues as principles of election commissions’ formation, separation of election propaganda for different types of elections, possibility for candidate in President to head party election list etc will become problematic. 
· In case the decision to hold simultaneous parliamentary and presidential elections will be made, it shall be necessary to pass promptly a separate law on their peculiarities, which in its turn will lead to new problems, risk of mistakes down to elections breakdown. All these questions could be solved with passing Election Code only. CVU has been stressing on the need to pass such a Code for a long time. 
· In view of deepening political crisis in Ukraine and increasing probability of early parliamentary elections more and more appeals for raising the barrier are made. Committee of voters of Ukraine emphasizes that realization of such initiatives is unacceptable for Ukraine and could become a step backwards on the way of democratic development. Under conditions of ‘closed’ lists of candidates a higher barrier will undermine deputies’ responsibility before voters even more, transform the parliament into a certain ‘closed club’ and conserve political elites, which have brought certain discredit upon themselves.
· Process of single State voters register formation has been stopped almost a year ago because of unprofessional work of CEC and commercial entities’ clashes over the register. Even if Constitutional Court will unblock the register’s formation process in the near future, at least half a year would be needed to form a valuable register. Thus, if early elections are held this winter, they will be held without State voters’ register, with all consequent problems. CVU stresses, that it is impossible to hold early parliamentary and local elections without corresponding amendments of the Law on State register.  Unless these amendments are made the legality of any elections will be questionable.
· Under 2008 political crisis conditions the balance of power was broken in the Central election commission, which had been formed under political principle in 2007. Lytvyn’s Block is not represented in CEC, while extra-parliamentary Socialist party of Ukraine actually is. In one year several CEC members has changed their political affiliation. As a result, the CEC impartiality in decision-making may suffer. Proficiency and competence of CEC as a collegial body responsible for election process organization give rise to criticism as well. Thus, CEC members’ rotation is needed in order to provide public legitimacy of election results.   
· Technical amendments to election law should be passed before the start of election campaign – it is necessary to repeal the provision on use of border service’ data for voters’ lists formation, to permit bodies responsible for register to prepare provisional voters’ lists for early elections, simplify voting tabulation procedures on polling stations etc.
· Early local elections will be held November 30th in more then 100 settlements, including such cities as Rivne, Mukacheve, Feodosiya, Tsurupinsk, Kreminna and others. If early parliamentary elections will be held in 2008, it would provoke additional hazards and chaos in election process organization in these settlements. Such aspects of election process as commissions’ formation, voters’ lists, agitation etc. would be affected. 
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