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VERKHOVNA RADA OF VI CONVOCATION WAS THE LEAST EFFECTIVE
Press release based on the results of monitoring of MPs’ one year activities 
Committee of voters of Ukraine has been conducting monitoring of MPs’ activities for several years. The monitoring includes quantitative and qualitative analysis of legislative activities of people’s deputies, fulfillment of pre-election promises, and analysis of direct communication with voters. CVU obtained information for the research from open sources: official web-site of Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine, all-Ukrainian and local mass media outlets, MPs’ answers on CVU inquires and personal meetings with MPs. 
Based on the monitoring results, CVU states as follows:

· CVU assesses the activities of Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine of VI convocation to be the least effective and the most conflict. Because of political collisions the parliament was unable to organize its own work in a professional and adequate manner. Problems emerged on every stage: formation of coalition, election of the head of Verkhovna Rada, appointment of Government, voting for budget etc. For almost a year the parliament worked without deputy heads of VR, complicating its work even more. Most of the time allocated for sessions was used for breaks and blockade of a tribune;
· CVU believes that MPs practically did not fulfill pre-election promises; position of factions was depended on one-day political conjuncture instead of voters’ interests or party program. Even amendments to Constitution become an election techniques and an element of political bargaining;   
· In Verkhovna Rada of VI convocation we see systematic violation of MPs’ rights by factions’ leadership. They regularly take voting cards from deputies, control the expression of their will during secret vote procedures, use chantage and bribery. For the first time in the history of Ukrainian parliamentary an MP Svyatoslav Vakarchuk stepped down because he was unwilling to work under such conditions, and speaker Arseniy Yatsenuk stepped down voluntarily as a Head of Verkhovna Rada;
· Declarative “imperative mandate” wasn’t used in practice, some deputies did not abide to faction decisions or left the coalition. Promised modification of “Rada” system that should stimulate personal voting of deputies was postponed for indefinite term;
· During all sessions of the parliament of VI convocation 2,635 drafts were registered (as of September 18), that is 700 drafts less then in times of VI convocation of Verhovna Rada, which was also working under political crises conditions. Analysis of the drafts proves that almost 1,000 were “technical”: call of early local elections, ratification of international agreements, procedural decisions etc.  One tenth of the registered drafts only was debated, as soon as the work of parliament was often blocked;

· MPs Olexandr Omelchenko (NUNS), Yuriy Kluchkovskiy (NUNS) and Sergiy Podgorny (BYuT) registered the largest number of drafts – however, 90 per cent of these drafts were connected with early local elections. The following deputies demonstrated notable legislative activities as well (registered more then 50 drafts): Sergiy Ter’ohin and Viktor Shvets (BYuT), Sergiy Kivalov and Vasyl Khara (PR), Gennadiy Moskal (NUNS);
· At the same time, 130 MPs were unable to become and author or co-author of at least one legislative initiative. In the Party of regions faction, they have 29 per cent of such deputies, in BYuT – 36 per cent, in NUNS – 17 per cent, in CPU – 19 per cent, in Block of Lytvyn – 20 per cent;
· Despite of the fact that all VR factions had formally assigned MPs to oblasts, CVU states, that only 25 per cent of deputies visit regions and hold regular work there. Main forms of work with voters were as follows: public reception offices’ operation, personal reception, attendance of local councils’ sessions, influence on allocation of subventions to local budgets and financing of state target programs. CVU recommends to amend VR rules of proceedings to assign MPs of each faction to oblasts, provide for personal reception, correspondence, public reception offices work;
· Despite the pre-election promises of almost all political parties, the MPs did not renounce of their privileges, listed in a law on peoples’ deputy status and in state budget. A large number of deputies of the parliament of VI convocation received flats or material assistance “for improvement of dwelling” in private ownership;
· CVU believes, that raising the effectiveness of the legislative body requires a radical reform of parliaments’ activities: change of election system to introduce open regional lists, revision of VR rules of proceedings, provide personal voting technically, strengthen personal work with voters;
· If early parliamentary elections are called without introduction of new election system – party leaders should cardinally change the principle of election lists formation – introduce public discussion of candidacies, hold party of public “primaries”, they should not include those deputies of previous convocations who had not registered drafts and worked in regions to the lists.
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